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REMARKS ON TETANUS AT INTERNATIONAL MED- 
ICAL CONGRESS. 





By J. McF. Gaston, M. D., 
Professor of Surgery in Southern Medical College, Atlanta, Georgia. 





Atter the reading of Dr. Brown’s paper on the “ Etiology and 
Treatment of Tetanus,” the President called upon Dr. J. McF. 
Gaston, of Atlanta, Georgia, to lea:l in the discussion. He regret- 
ted that the paper upon the “ Microbic Oirgin of Tetanus,” by Dr. 
Browning, had not been presented, as it doubtless would have 
aftorded the results of his experimentation and thus given data of 
a definite nature upon this subject. 

As the paper read before the section claimed not only the bac- 
terial origin of the disease, but recognized it as being contagious 
or infectious, it behooves us to consider how far the positions taken 
are tenable. It has been taken for granted, in a lecture by Dr. 


N. Senn, that germs are the cause of tetanus, but. no proof is - 


adduced which is calculated to satisfy the investigator, and it 
appears in the paper presented by Dr. Brown that he had not 
eliminated the doubts which may exist in regard to this etiological 
factor. 

Cases of tetar.us occur within a few hours after an injury, as 
reported in the work of H.C. Wood, and it is not presumable 
that germs could enter and do their work in so brief a period. 
Cases result from the cicatrization of wounds in which there is no 
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longer any abrasion or lesion to admit of their penetrating the 
tissues. Cases ensue from certain agents introduced into the 
stomach, as strychnine, so that this pathological condition of the 
nervous system may be induced independent of any suspicion of 
bacterial origin. It is begging the question to claim that tetanus 
is due to bacilli, because a bacillus of a distinctive character has 
been found in the course of the disease, since it may be an accom. 
paniment without having any connective influence. 

In regard to the claim of contagiousness based chiefly upon the 
observation that horses in the same locality have developed tetanus 
and that it has appeared synchronously or subsequently in man, it 
should be considered that there are predisposing atmospheric con- 
ditions in some localities, and under modifications of humidity and 
cold, which explain the occurrence of the disease without imply- 
ing its infectiousness or its contagiousness in the ordinary accepta- 
tion of these terms. 

The presumption raised in favor of its extension from animals 
to man under such circumstances is not tenable and more direct 
evidence of the communibility of this disease is requisite to secure 
conviction on the part of those who require facts upon which to 
come to a correct conclusion, and the speaker held that he could 
not accept such data as final. 


For the proper understanding ot the etiology of tetanus it is 
requisite to define the nature of this affection, and the pathology 
of the disease being involved in much doubt, the data for ascer- 
taining the true character of tetanus are not by any means satis- 
factory. 

All concur in pronouncing it a spasmodic disorder of the nerv- 
ous system with tonic contractions of various muscles. In most 
cases there is not at the outset any indications: f a febrile devel- 
opment, yet in its progress the temperature frequently rises very 
high and increases even after death. 

The origin of the disorder is for the most part in a lesion of the 
remote branches of the nerves of the extremities; the hands and 
feet being often the seat of slight injuries which fester without 
forming pus, and lead to this disturbance. Itisa matter of moment 
to determine the exact nature of the change which takes place in 
the injured part, but there is thus far no definite criterion for de- 
ciding the pathological status of the local trouble, and the recent 
researches as to ptomaines induces me to venture a solution of the 
difficulty upon the hypothesis of septic infection from a degenera- 
tion of the cellular elements by absorption of the decomposed 
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and disintegrated structure of a circumscribed area, which has 
been injured. 

Incised wounds with clean cut edges are not found to produce 
tetanus, but punctured or lacerated wounds are frequently the 
source of it, and comparatively slight abrasions of the superficial 
tissues may cause it. 

A local necrosis of the constituents of the organization most 
likely results from the peculiar lesion, and there are none of the 
ordinary phenomena of inflammation such as heat, redness or 
swelling in the immediate locality, nor is the irritation of the tis- 
sues accompanied with suppuration. The local injury may or may 
not cause pain in the part, and, indeed, instances have occurred in 
which the individual is not conscious of having received a wound, 
so that it hecomes necessary to search for the peripheral lesions 
after the spasm of the muscles is developed. 

It is a mooted point, whether tetanus ever occurs independent 
of a local lesion of the peripheral fibrille of the nervés in some 
portion of the body. Most of the so-called idiopathic cases are 
referable upon close investigation to a wound not previously 
recognized by the patient and doubtless there may in some in- 
stances exist internal lesions which are not capable of being dis- 
cerned by any mode of examination externally. 

What is known of the etiology of tetanus? Will any one claim 
that the proximate cause of the disease is understood or that its 
pathology has been accurately defined? Certainly no one who is 
acquainted with the observations of those most competent to in- 
terpret what is found after death from tetanus, either in cases 
which run their course to a fatal resu't in a few hours, or those 
which have terminated in death after days and weeks of suffering, 
can feel assured of the exact process which had brought about 
the result. 

We have instances recorded in which death has ensued from 
tetanus in a very brief space of time after the infliction of a com- 
paratively slight injury superficial y, when it was simply impos- 
sible that any inflammatory process could have extended from the 
peripheral to the central nervous organization. 

It would seem impossible under such conditions that germs could 


have any agency in developing the disease, and though a bacillus 
is found in ti:e progress of some protracted cases, it is not likely 
that it enters as an etiological factor. The recourse to germs in 
lieu of other causes is like the case of a man who recommended 
his dog for coons, because he had never proved useful for anything 
else. If we proceed by exclusion to settle down upon the bacte- 
rial origin of tetanus, it has no real foundation. 
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As to the contagiousness of the disease all may be explained 
upon the existence of a common origin. 

The theory of neuritis being extended to the spinal column and 
producing a modified myelitis does not seem a satisfactory solu- 
tion of the perturbation of the nervous system and the muscular 
organization which characterize this disease. 

The view of reflex action through the spinal column does not 
meet the developments presenting tonic spasm of the muscles. 
There is a relation between the minute nerves and capillaries, 
which is transmitted to the nerve centres of the ganglionic and 
spinal systems, that may give a clue to the phenomena of tetanus, 
and this correlation has been defined in a paper on the pathology 
and therapeutics of the diseases of the nerve centres, etc., pre- 
sented by me to tne Medical Association of Georgia and published 
with the transactions of 1884. 

If we can appreciate properly the changes which ensue in the 
part injured and comprehend the propagation of this septic con- 
tamination from the peripheral to the central portion of the nervous 
system, we may have an interpretation of the grave results ensu- 
ing from an apparently slight cause. 

That it does not partake of the nature of lymphangitis, nor pre- 
sent any of the characteristics of ordinary inflammatory action 
in the local lesion, seems to exclude all the agencies which operate 
in producing such changes and leaves us to study the element of 
nervous irritation separately. 

In reference to the treatment of tetanus, all concurred, perhaps, 
in the general management of these cases adverted to in the paper, 
upon a recognition of those agencies which operated through the 
nervous system. 

The attention of the section was asked to the results obtained 
by the speaker in securing favorable results in ten out of eighteen 
cases which had come under his observation in this country and 
in South America. It had been his practice to obtain the controll- 
ing effects of chloroform at the outset. If there appeared any 
marked derangement of secretions remedies were then applied 
for their correction, and afterwards a recourse to bromide of potash 
and chloral hydrate until their effects were manifested profoundly 
had been attended with salutary influence upon the tetanic spasms. 
Morphine with quinine had been resorted to in the intervals with 
good results. It was found in one case that the lobelia inflata 
given by the mouth and by enemata, when the stomach would 
not retain the remedy, had secured a cure in a well defined case 
of traumatic tetanus. This case was referred to in Wood & Beaches’ 
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Dispensatory many years ago under the head of lobelia. Tobacco 
injections had also been efficacious in a case, but attended with 
such depression of the vital powers as to cause serious apprehen- 
sion of a fatal prostration, and to deter him from its repetition in 
other cases. 

The local application of chloroform to the spinal column had 
been resorted to in accordance with the inhibitory action of such 
an application noted by Brown-Sequad in the inferior animals, 
but no ultimate advantage had been gained by this local measure. 

A report of the treatment of tetanus by the hypodermic injec- 
tion of chloral into the point of the lesion had been made by some 
author, whose name could not be recalled, with complete relief in 
a case of tetanus. This seemed a rational mode of proceeding as 
the remedial agent went out into the system through the same 
channel that the disease entered, and was certainly entitled to the 
consideration of those who would proceed upon phylosophical 
principles in treating this affection. 

The general good results obtained from saturating the subject 
with a combination of bromide of potash and the chloral hy- 
drate, so as to produce a decided impression, affords encourage- 
ment for the most satisfactory result and is confidently commended. 





MAN AN OBJECT OF ZOOLOGY. 





By S. W. Stivzs, M.D., Ga. 





[ Continued from page 359. | 


We will now proceed to speak of the different races and types 
of man in different countries, and as Adam was the crowning 
point of creation made like unto God, in his own image, we shall, 
for a few chapters, pay particular attention to him alone. 

There are no essential differences between the various races of 
the human species in the execution of the animal functions. The 
general law that animals produce their like, by which uniformity 
of species is maintained, suffers some exceptions. Children do 
not always resemble their parents. Among the Otaheitans, de- 
scended from the Malay race, individuals with light-brown or 
sandy hair and fair complexions are not uncommon, and red haired 
persons have been observed in most of the dark nations, as the 
Eskimaux, Islanders of New Guinea and New Zeland, and the 
Negroes. The origin of Albinos, particularly in the dark races, 
is a remarkable example of native variety of color. In the mixed 
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breeds, although the children generally partake of the character 
of both parents, they sometimes resemble one only. A negress 
had twins by an Englishman: one was perfectly black, with short, 
woolly hair, the other was light, with long hair. Variations of 
color analogous to those just enumeratod are of daily occurrence 
among animals as in the production of black sheep, cats, horses, 
foxes, etc. White sheep may produce black lambs, and gray rab- 
bits may bring forth either white or black ones. Examples occur 
of individuals spotted with different colors, but they are by no 
means so common, as those of spotted animals. 

Persons of the black race are sometimes marked with patches 
of white of various sizes and number. This circumstance has 
led the French writers to call them xegres pies, or piebald negroes. 
Blumenbach has described a man of this kind. A young man, 
perfectly black, excepting the umbilical, and hypogastric regions 
of the abdomen, and the middle of the lower limbs, including the 
knees, thighs and legs, which were of a snowy whiteness, but 
spotted with black, like the skin of a panther; his hair was of two 
colors: on the middle of the front of the head, from the vertex to 
the forehead where it ended in a sharp point, there was a white 
spot with a yellower tinge than those on the legs and thighs, the 
rest of the hair was jet black, short and woolly. Boththe parents 
of this man were entirely black. These spots, in which the epidermis 
is perfectly healthy, and which are distinguishable from the rest of 
the skin, only by their whiteness are not to be confounded with 
diseases of the organ where the cuticle becomes scaly, which is 
frequent in some of the black races. The skin differs in some 
other properties besides its color; it is remarkable for its softness 
and smoothness in the Carib, Negro, Otaheiteans and Turk. In 
some of the races it secretes a matter of peculiar odor. The Pe- 
ruvian Indians, says Humbolt, who in the middle of the night dis- 
tinguish the different races by their sense of smell, have formed 
three words to express the odor of the European, the American 
Indian and the Negro, they call the first Zezun, the second Joseo, 


and the third praio. 
[To be Continued.] 





QUININE—WHEN TO GIVE IT AND HOW TO GIVE IT. 





By L. B. BANcHELLE, M. D., THOMASVILLE, Ga. 





Since the days of the Countess of Cinchon this drug has been 
known to the profession. The indications for its administration 
are very numerous, and it is at times greatly abused as well. In 
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the early days of its history it was regarded as a drug of such 
power that it was exhibited in very diminutive doses. And, too, 
the diseases in which it was regarded useful were quite limited in 
number. It is altogether the order of the day for one extreme to 
follow another in many things—so in this. From Homeopathic 
doses it has become quite “the go” to “ pour it ia bountifully.” 
Then, too, the latitude of its use has greatly increased. While 
progress is well and wise, sometimes we have the termity to pro- 
ceed too far. A daring M.D.a few years ago hired a freedman to 
take an ounce at once to observe its effects. They were paralysis 
of the optic nerves fora time. Pretty bad. Twice within a few 
years the writer has been called in consultation where similar effects 
followed its injudicious exhibition in private practice. From too 
little to too much—extremes should be shunned. 

In what diseases is it indicated? That is what we wish to know. 
In all febrile affections, whether idiopathic or traumatic. What! 
in typhus and typhoid fevers? Yes, it is as efficacious in these as 
any other variety of fever. It chould be combined with whatever 
remedies that the various complications of the disease demands. 
It combines well with bismuth in bowel complications and with 
the various opiates in cephalic complications. What time in the 
twenty-tour hours should it be given in any disease? With rare 
exceptions, only in the forenoon! Why? Because all fevers run 
to ebb tide, from 3 0’clock a.m. till 12 m. Then, too, it is a nervous 
excitant, and its effects should wear oft before nature’s time to sleep 
comes. Suppose the fever subsides at any time between m., or 
high twelve and low twelve, should it be given during the night? 
No. Sleep is sick as well as “weary nature’s sweet restorer,” and 
he who disturbs the nightly slumbers of the sick proves himself 
to be a hurtful “intermeddler in other men’s matters.’ What 
about heroic doses? Twenty grains are sufficient in any case, at 
one dose, in extreme cases. How often should it be repeated? 
Once in two hours. How many doses in a day? If properly 
adapted, in size and nature of the disease, ¢hree only. 

Is it indicated in any class of neuralgias? Rarely. What, then, 
must we do for neuralgia? Remove the cause; then, with a suit- 
able anodyne, put the nervous system to sleep till it forgets its in- 
subordinate habit. Is it good for rheumatism? Yes. How so? 
Because there is fever, and, too, it helps in its influence upon the 
nervous system. Will it not do the same in neuralgia? Possibly; 
but its effects are only paliative. Axe they not the same in rheu- 
matism? Measurably; but, in the case of neuralgia, the cause is 
neither occult or immovable. In rheumatism, the cause is very 


































wzisy 


PE A GME ee to ae ee 
RBS ei Nee aS 






Sem naar 





404 SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 


often both hidden and immovable, for quite a time—often a dfe 
time, and then transmitted to succeeding generations. 

Is quinine a specific for any disease? Per se,no. It is only a 
rivulet or brook, that combines with other remedies to help nature 
to throw off its load of disease. Will it ever be displaced with 
other, more efficient, remedies? Who can tell? The class of 
febrile antis is on the increase. The chemists’ laboratories are at 
work, bringing from their hidden recesses many new things. 

Who makes the best article of quinine? No one knows. With 
a large experience, and a daily use of the drug in many diseases, 
with all the “makes,” I find just no difference. If removed, for- 
gotten, the supply exhausted, or it numbered with the lost arts, 
where can we find the next best febrifuge? In antipyrin and an- 
tifibrin, and, perhaps, in ipecacuanha. Of this drug, perhaps, 
more auother time 





NOTES ON THE VALUE OF COCAINE IN MINOR 
SURGERY. 





By A. P. Morcan, Vance, M.D. 





Since the advent of cocaine as a local anesthetic, I have used it 
in all cases of minor surgery where it was at all possible. The 
marked success in all instances prompts me to give some clinical 
data showing its great value in many operations that formerly re- 
quired general anesthesia, ec. g., the removal of inflamed toe nails, 
amputation of fingers or toes, any of the different tenotomies, 
searching for needles, removal of superficial tumors, circumcision, 
opening of felons, palmar abscesses, bubos, removal of sequestra 
from the tarsus, removal of extensive epulis, ligation of arteries, 
neurectomy, etc. 

I have so far met with no accidents, one case only having any 
disagreeable symptoms. The drug was used hypodermatically 
in nearly all cases, the anesthesia being continued by topical ap- 
plications into the wound, when this was opened, the 4: per cent. 
solution being used subcutaneously. For topical use the 6 or 
8-per cent. solution was used. 

The genuineness of the drug must be unquestionable, if good 
results areexpected. The only failures I have had could be traced 
to the doubtful character of the drug used. ‘ 

I can in no better way illustrate its action than by the relation 
of some of the cases: 

Case I wasa neurectomy of the musculo-cutaneous nerve on 
the dorsum of foot, in the case of a very nervous young lady. An 
Esmarck bandage being first applied, ten drops of the 4-per cent. 
solution was injected under the skin in the line of the nerve. In 
four minutes the incision, one inch in length, was made without 
pain, the lady looking at the procedure. The only difficulty in the 
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operation was the locating of the nerve filament, as there was 
complete numbing of the nerve—the sensation, which is the usual 
guide im the operation, being totally absent. Finally, what was 
thought to be the nerve was removed, the result showing this sup- 
position correct. 

I have seen it questioned whether cocaine will act when injected 
into inflamed tissues. The following case will be of interest upon 
this point: 

Case II.—Patient of Dr. W. T. Leachman, with very painful 
and excessively inflamed bubo. The woman was very nervous, 
and full of dread of the pain of incision. Five minutes after the 
injection of 15 drops of the 4-per cent. solution, a free incision 
was made, while the patient was conversing with Dr. Leach- 
man, it being some minutes afterwards before she knew of the 
use of the knife. 

Case III —Division of shortened faseia in the palm of a gen- 
tleman’s hand, which was contracted, drawing the ring-finger into 
marked flexion. An injection of 10 drops of cocaine solution was 
given. Four minutes afterward, a complete subcutaneous division 
of the hand was made in two places, with the patient remarking 
that it hurt him no more than if the knife had been stuck in the 
door-jamb. 

CasE 1V.—Removal of two epitheliomas from an old man’s 
face; one with a circumference of nine’ inches, the other of four; 
the first after six injections of 10 drops of the 4-per cent. solution, 
the second after two injections, the whole of the surfaces being 
curetted after the topical application of an 8-per cent. solution. 
The patient complained of no pain, but said he felt the pulling of 
the spoon during the scraping. There was no alarming constitu- 
tional effect, though the old man became very talkative, and 
appeared tipsy, whether from an ounce of whisky administered 
or irom the cocaine, I am unable to say. 

CasE V.—An operation upon the glans penis for the relief of 
hypospadias, in a boy of ten years. This is the only case where I 
was disturbed by the symptoms produced. Five minutes after the 
injection of 6 drops of the 4-per cent. (?) solution into the gland, 
the boy remarked in a sleepy way that he was going tosleep. The 
operation was proceeded with, a tenotome being passed through 
the gland from the false meatus to the opening behind. Just at 
this point, the patient was observed to be very quiet, as it sleeping 
very profoundly. Upon efforts to arouse him, he was discovered 
to be in a state of apparently complete coma. His lips were pale, 
heart very feeble, and his whole condition alarming. He was 
revived in a few minutes, however,:by slapping his face with a 
wet towel, and by shaking him sharply, and completely relieved 
upon swallowing 4 ounce of whisky. He said: “I just could not 
keep awake.” No bad result followed. This patient had no pain. 
Upon investigation of the specimen of cocaine used in this case, 
the scales upon which the drug was weighed were found very 
defective, and I believe the solution was much stronger than 4-per 
cent., hence the symptoms. 

Cass VI, Dr. F. C. Leber.—Acute stage of Pott’s disease of 
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the spine, where two deep eschars were made with the large but- 
ton of a Pacquelin cautery. After two injections of 4-per cent. 
solution of cocaine, one on either side of the kyphos, with no pain 
whatever being felt by the patient, a lady of 46 years of age. 

Case VII.—Young lady with an acquired talipes equinus, in 
whom the tendo achillis and the five superficial extensor tendons 
of the toes’ were divided subcutaneously, after the injection of 
cocaine, with no pain; ; drops used on either side of the tendo 
achillis, and 4 drops used with each extensor tendon, five minutes 
time being allowed between the injections and the use of the 
knife. 

I have done the various tenotomies for talipes many times in 
the past two years, both in adults and children, without complaint 
on the part of the patients; also tenotomies elsewhere, e. g., of the 
hamstring tendons in false ankylosis, and division of the tendons 
of the sterno-cleido-mastoideus for torticollis. 

Case VIII.— Young lady with two-thirds of large milliner’s 
needle, for two weeks in the palm of her hand. With the use of 
an Esmarck bandage, and injection of cocaine, a bloodless and 
painless search, with considerable dissection was made, and the 
foreign body was removed from the deeper structures. I don’t 
know any more satisfactory class of cases for the employment of 
the drug than those of which the above is an example. 

Casz [X.—Amputation of a ring-finger at metacarpo-phalangeal 
articulation. The patient was an old man, who was nervous from 
long suffering, and dreaded the operation very much. Two injec- 
tions of 15 drops each were introduced on either side of the joint, 
the Esmarck bandage having been previously applied. There was 
no pain complained of in this case, though twenty minutes elapsed 
before the stitches were introduced. 

Case X.—Was the removal of an extensive epulis from the 
upper jaw of a lady patient of Dr. F. C. Wilson. ‘The tumor was 
very large; all the teeth except the wisdom teeth had been extracted 
long before. The alveolar process was greatly hypertrophied, be- 
ing many times greater than natural, and there were polypoid 
masses of the growth that bridged over the roof of the mouth, 
almost filling it. The fibrous covering of the process was very 
dense, so much so, that it was difficult to introduce a needle into 
it. We feared the employment of chloroform or ether in this 
case, on account of the great danger of hemorrhage, into the 
larynx and trache, especially as the greatest difficulty had been 
experienced on a former occasion, when the lower jaw was oper- 
ated on for the removal of a similar growth, and subsequently at 
an attempted removal of the present growth. Consequently, we 
decided to attempt the operation under the local influence of 
cocaine. 

The lady had nerved herself to go through with the operation 
come what might. I began by injecting at several points a 4-per 
cent. solution, expecting to be able to remove the fibrous tissue only. 
Atter removing considerable of this, I determined that to remove 
this alone would be of little service, as the bony base was so much 
enlarged and incorporated with the overlying fibrous tissues. The 
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patient having had no pain so far, I removed a piece of the alve- 
olar, with no complaint, and I continued literally paring down 
the whole process with a knife, until sufficient was removed to 
insure a good foundation for the artificial teeth, the anesthesia 
being kept up ahead of the knife, by the application topically, 
and as far as possible by injection. After the work upon the bony 
process was finished, the polypoid growth in the roof of the 
mouth was scraped off with a sharp spoon, and the actual 
cautery applied thoroughly to the surface. The operation lasted 
nearly four hours, and the patient suffered so little that the com- 
plaints were trifling, the extraction of the two teeth causing more 
pain than all the rest of the work. 

Twenty-nine grains of the solution was used; of course, only a 
small part of this was absorbed. Whisky was given freely during 
the operation, the only disagreeable symptom being a little dizzi- 
ness upon attempting to walk. 

CasrE XI.—The removal of an ivory exostosis from the temporal 
region of a young gentleman, the growth probably, being excited 
by a blow. It was about as large at its base as a silver half 
dime, projecting above the surface a quarter of an inch. An in- 
jection of 4-per cent. solution was made over the mass, 10 drops 
being introduced, an incision three-fourths of an inch long being 
made down to the bone without pain, the mass of bone being re- 
moved with gouge, forceps, and chisel, the only complaint being 
of the jar when the mallet was used. The wound healed by 
immediate union. 

When one thinks that none of the operations above mentioned 
could have been done formerly without general anesthesia, the 
value of cocaine in minor surgery can be appreciated. 

I will state, in conclusion, that I have seen no untoward results, 
in the way of increased reaction, preventing early union in wounds 
following the use of cocaine. I have seen no difference in this 
respect from what would be expected under other circuinstances 
without the use of ‘cocaine.— Southwestern Medical Gazette. 





ANTIPYRIN IN PUERPERAL{iFEVER. 





By A. B. ANpErson, M. D., PAWNEE City, NEBRASKA. 





Fever occurring during the puerperal state, whether due to 
septic infectious or malarial causes, is much to be dreaded, and any 
remedy or treatment that will greatly aid usin the successful man- 
agement of these cases is highly appreciated by every practitioner. 

Without going at all into the pathology or etiology of puerperal 
fever, it is our purpose to give some.suggestions based upon ex- 
perience in the treatment of fevers occurring in the puerperal 
state. Perhaps the most frequent form in this latitude is that of 
a malarial nature, but which is modified by the condition and sur- 
roundings of the puerpera until it becomes a much more serious 
case than one of a purely malarial nature uncomplicated by the 


- onan 


a 
Md 
4 
if 
ie 
He 
‘a 
# 
3 
Pa 
hs. 
a 
ie) 
* 
*% 
3 











408 SouTHERN MEpicaL REcorp. 





puerperal condition. Again these cases may be increased in 
severity by a complication arising from septic influences. In all 
of these cases the temperature runs high, is difficult to control, 
and convalescence is tedious and subject to frequent relapses. 

I claim for antipyrin especial piaise in puerperal fever, not that 
it has any specific action, except that it is sure to control the high 
temperature, and in this direction alone is a very great adjunct in 
the treatment of this disease. In the first place it makes the pa- 
tient much more comfortable by acting on all the secretions except 
the bowels. Under its use the kidneys respond promptly, the 
skin is bathed in perspiration, the secretions of the mouth are im- 
proved, the dry fissured tongue is moistened up, and a general 
feeling of comfort is induced. So uniform are these results that 
I confidently expect them to follow as certainly as purgation fol- 
lows the administration of a dose of sulphate of magnesia. How- 
ever, this does not cure the patient, by any means, and if this and 
other remedies were not continued, the same train of symptoms 
would reappear. 

When there is septicemia the patient may not recover, but I 
think her chances are increased ten-fold by the judicious adminis- 
tration of antipyrin. How often have we utterly failed in getting 
satisfactory results from the use of quinia in these cases! It may 
be because the secretions are locked up and the quinia is not 
absorbed and produces gastric irritation instead of sedation. The 
same is true of iron. The latter is useless, if not positively harm- 
ful, when there is high temperature, dry tongue and constipated 
bowels. Antipyrin acts like acharm in bringing about that con- 
dition of the system appropriate for the administration of quinia 
and iron. 

In a case of puerperal tever which I had pionounced septic, in 
which there was great tenderness of peri-uterine and pelvic tissue, 
in which there was alarming dyspnewa. Night temperature (105) 
and chills, which failed to respond to 10 grains of quinia every 
six hours with alteratives and heart sedatives, made a good and 
every way satisfactory recovery, the initial step dating from the 
first dose of antipyrin. Below are my notes of this case, hur- 
riedly kept: 

Mrs. P., aged 26; married five years; first pregnancy; was con- 
fined on the 16th of January, 1887, attended by Dr.C. I was 
called on the 21st; patient had had a chill previous night; found 
her as follows: dorsal decubitus, great tenderness over lower part 
of abdomen, especially in right illiac region, temperature 104°, 
pulse weak and frequent, countenance pale and anxious, complaint 
of difficulty in breathing. Examination showed no trouble with 
the lungs. Diagnosis, puerperal fever. 

Treatment.—Gave opium for the pain, quinia and digitalis for 
the pyrexia and hot fomentations for the bowels. 

22d. Found the patient feeling somewhat better, pulse stronger, 
countenance brighter, temperature 103°. 

23d. Patient worse, temperature 104°, pulse 130 and weak, diffi- 
cult breathing, excessive tenderness over lower part of abdomen, 
no general peritonitis. Vaginal douches of hot carbolized water 
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were ordered previous day, but not very well carried out. Lochia 
virtually stopped, vagina hot and dry. Gave to-day 5 grains 
quinia with 5 drops tinc. ferri chlorid. every four hours, with digi- 
talis and whisky alternated. 

January 24th, patient slightly better, temperature 193°, pulse 86, 
and feels more comfortable, unable to pass water; use the catheter 
and continue former treatment. Was called again in the night; 
attendants thought the patient dying. She had evidently had a 
chill, which was followed by high fever and oppressed breathing. 

25th. Continued treatment. 

26th. Same treatment continued. 

27th. Patient so disgusted with quinia in the various forms in 
which I had administered it that she refuses to have any more of 
it; also refuses milk and whisky; changed to 10 grains of quinia 
dissolved in hydrochloric acid every six hours, giving some grape 
wine instead of the whisky. 

28th. Had a prolonged chill from 5 to 8 p. m.; temperature 104° 
at 6 o'clock, and patient complaining of being cold; 10 grains of 
quinia were given at6 p. m., dissolved in hydrochloric acid; vaginal 
discharge purulent and offensive; catheter used twice daily, and 


‘ turpentine stupes to abdomen. 


29th. Same condition and no particular change in the treatment. 

3oth. No chill to-day, but high temperature (105°), great de- 
pression, pulse 120, and weak. 

31st. No change, temperature 104°, countenance anxious, 
watches every move I make, evidently trying to read my progno- 
sis; temperature has not been under 104° at any time during the 
last three days. Patient has had 10 grains of quinia every six 
hours during that time. Somewhat cinchonized. Determined 
to drop the quinia, as it has utterly failed to control the high tem- 
perature. Gave 10 grains of antipyrin at 1 p. m,, and waited its 
action, At 3 p.m. temperature was down to 102° and patient 
feeling better. I directed the nurse to repeat the dose at 6. p. m. 
if the temperature was not below 102°; left also sol. ferri nitrate 
to be given in 5-grain doses every three hours. 

February Ist. Found the patient feeling much better, is stronger, 
and has taken some nourishment with relish; temperature 102°; 
nurse says temperature was down below 100° all night and rested 
well. I ordered 5 grains antipyrin and repeated at intervals of 
four or six hours to keep the temperature at or below 100°. 

2d. Patient still better, temperature 1004° at 4 p. m., pulse 96, 
skin moist, has relish for food, takes buttermilk and gruel; has 
taken three 5-grain doses of antipyrin in the last twelve hours; 
has had no quinia in forty-eight hours, and has had no chill. Kid- 
neys act naturally to-day; some pain; bowels move well every 
other day by enema. 

3d. Patient doing well every way. 

Was called in the night to use catheter. Drew half pint of 
rather highly colored urine. Prescribed nitre, tr. iron, and nux 
vomica; temperature, 984°, pulse, 96. From this time the patient 
made a rapid and uninterrupted recovery. 

This, with a number of other cases, has proven to my mind that 
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in antipyrin we have an invaluable remedy in puerperal fever. 
Say what you may about removing the cause of disease, experience 
plainly teaches us that we must attack the symptoms. Ina great 
many of these cases the fever stands as a barrier before us in our 
attacks upon the disease. And when we control this condition, 
we save the powers of the patient to resist and meet other com- 
plications that may arise. When Dr. Thomas would use the rub- 
ber coil, I would use antipyrin. Dr. Fordyce Barker recommends 
when quinia fails to control the pyrexia, to use Warburg’s Tinct- 
ure. I would say, when quinia fails, and it generally will fail. in 
puerperal cases, give antipyrin. If you give it as a specific you 
will be disappointed, but if you give in moderate doses to bring 
down the fever, to moisten the skin, to act on the kidneys, to in- 
crease the secretions of the mouth, you will not be disappointed, 
or your experience will not accord with mine.—Peoria Medical 


Monthly. 


CARBUNCLE SUCCESSFULLY TREATED WITH CAR. 
BOLIC ACID AND SALICYLIC ACID INJECTIONS. 








By C. H. Wi kinson, M. D., 
(Surgeon in charge of St. Mary’s Hospital, Galveston, Texas.) 





On December 26, 1886, Clarance Baxter, xt. 33. tottered into my 
office, and threw himself, or, rather, fell, into a chair, exclaiming 
in a feeble voice that he had a carbuncle and desired me to treat 
it. The diseased process extended from the “inferior occipital 
ridge” to the fifth cervical vertebra, and nearly from ear to ear, 
and had then existed for fourteen days. The integument inciuded 
in the space just mentioned was perforated by fifteen or twenty 
minute sinuses, through which a thin, yellowish, offensive pus, 
or rather ichor, was exuding at the rate of several ounces daily, 
while so tender and painful were the parts involved that opiates 
had to be taken in order to secure any repose whatever, day or 


night. 

Mr. Baxter’s general condition was very much below a healthy 
standard. He was pale, feverish, nervous and haggard; all the 
result of the terrible affliction he was carrying around on the back 
of his neck, and had been sent to me by his former medical attend- 
ant in order to receive the benefit of the carbolic acid treatment. 

The disease, however, had progressed too far to receive the 
abortive plan of treatment, i. e, injection of pure concentrated 
carbolic acid into the most prominent sinuses, so I directed the 
following wash to be used, diluting it from time to time as occa- 
sion required: 
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Selecting an ounce syringeful of the undiluted mixture, I in- 
jected the same through some two or three of the most prominent 
sinuses, and out in the direction of the most indurated portions of 
the carbuncle, while a weaker portion was injected into the center 
of the diseased tissues in order to clean and stimulate that portion 
of the ulcer. No pain was complained of by the patient, from 
the use of this application, and having cleared away all exudation 
of pus and shreds of necrosed cellular tissue, I applied absorbent 
cotton and a well-fitting roller bandage around the neck and fore- 
head, and directed him to call again on the next day. 

The preceding plan of treatment was pursued daily thereafter 
for about a week, when it was found that the disease was fairly 
under control, and that the stronger washes could be dispensed 
with. Weaker solutions—1 part to 6 of water—were used, how- 
ever, for two or three weeks longer, merely in order to clear away 
debris, and to stimulate healthy granulations. 

A tonic of quinine and iron was given thrice daily, the patient 
directed to eat well and exercise in the open air, and the washes 
were kept up until the roth day of March, 1887, when Mr. B. was 
discharged, well and hearty, and full of thanks for the happy 
termination of so dreadful a malady. 

A recital of the foregoing case, with the minute observed in its 
management, is given for the purpose of demonstrating how sim- 
ple a process may be relied upon in conquering a disorder so ter- 
rible as advanced carbuncle. So broken down was this patient 
when first observed that a question of doubt arose in my mind 
as to the power of any remedy to arrest his disease; yet, without 
pain, and in a few days, his carbuncle is brought under subjection 
by a remedy both safe, reliable and unrevolting, an indorsement 
which no other plan of treatment known to the profession can be 
said to enjoy at present. 

Carbolic acid, whether diluted or in full strength, certainly exer- 
cises a prompt, if not a specific, influence over carbuncular in- 
flammation. It has been my fortune to watch the action of this 
most excellent remedy in these and kindred ailments for eight or 
ten years past, and I can confidently assert that no death should 
ever occur from carbuncle where carbolic acid has been employed 
in time, either in the manner set forth by me in the November, 
1885, number of Daniels Texas Medical Journal, or in a more 
diluted form as explained by me in the present article. The addi- 
tion of the salicylic acid and other ingredients is made for the 
purpose of simply aiding the phenol in its work of stimulating 
granulations, deodorizing, etc. 

The mixture referred to herein is a most valuable one, not only 
for carbuncle, but for many other surgical ailments, and I have 
employed it for several years in the wards of St. Mary’s Hospital 
with the very highest satisfaction. In concluding these lines upon 
the action of carbolic acid on carbuncle, I desire to disclaim prior- 
ity in the application of this drug to the malady under consider- 
ation, knowing full well that he who attempts priority in anything 
in the practice of medicine, undertakes a hurclean task that has 
rarely ever been successfully accomplished by any one; mummies 


dave Separate ARE AEA TG MIF RA gf PARE Fe Las cw ap ae far 
















































412 SouTHERN MEDICAL REcorRD. 


having been heard to exclaim: “I used that remedy myself, in the 
days of Ptolemy.” 

I simply desire to attract the attention of the profession to an 
improved method of dealing with a terrible disease—a disease 
that often kills, and when it spares the life of its victim, seldom 
fails to leave behind the memory of a torture that lasts forever.— 
Texas Courier Record of Medicine. 


DIETARY IN CATARRH OF THE STOMACH. 
The late Dr. Thomas A. McBride, of New York City, who 


died very recently, on board an ocean steamer, on his return from 
Europe, prepared the following diet-list for use in cases of gastric 
catarrh: | 

1. Milk, cold or warm; bouillon; beef tea prepared cold, as fol- 
lows: To one pound of beef cut up in pieces the size of dice, add 
1 pint of distilled water and 10 drops of dilute muriatic acid. Let 
stand in refrigerator twenty-four hours; strain and season to taste, 
and if desired, warm, but not enough to make cloudy. 

Peptonized milk; zwiebach, not sweetened, crackers, rusk, toast; 
natural Seltzer and Vichy waters, carbonated distilled water. 

2. Soft boiled or raw eggs; rice or sago boiled soft in milk; 
clear soups; puree of potato; vermicelli or “noodle” soups; raw 
oysters, calves’ brains, sweet breads, pigeons, chicken, calves’ feet: 
( aon latter five articles boiled, roasted, stewed or broiled. 

o vegetables, except those mentioned, to be allowed with 
soups. No “ wheaten grits,” hominy, barley or oatmeal. 

3. “ Minced” or finely cut boiled ham; “minced” or finely cut 
rare beefsteak; coffee and tea; articles under 1 and 2 as advised. 

4. Rare roasted chicken, and pigeons without sauces, especially 
cold; venison; partridges, woodcock and snipe, not too fresh; 
boiled fish; white bread (stale); macaroni; baked apples; fruit 
jellies; a very small amount of butter, otherwise no fats at any 
time. 

Only dry wine; no beer; no ale or porter. Rye whisky or 
brandy diluted with the waters mentioned may be used with lunch 
and dinner when pronounced necessary.— Clinical Record. 











The Treatment of Epistaxis.—Introduce into the nostril, to 
a considerable distance upward, a piece of fine sponge, cut to the 
size and shape necessary to enable it to enter without difficulty, 
previously soaked in lemon-juice or vinegar and water. The pa- 
tient is to be kept lying on the face for a length of time, with the 
sponge in place. This, says Lyon Medical, is the procedure em- 
ployed by M. Siredy for controlling epistaxis in typhoid fever pa- 
tients.— Medical Times. 


M. Galippe has related to the Paris Academy of Medicine the 
discovery of a new fungus composed of tubes and spores of myce- 
lium developed in the human saliva. It belongs to the Monilize 
family, and M. Galippe has given it the name of Monilia sputicola. 
— The Microscope. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


Proper Time to Give Medicines.—Prof. G. See makes some 
practical remarks that are quite different in some respects from 
the teachings of the books, and also from custom; but, as they 
are the results of his nearly forty years’ experience in hospitals, 
they can be followed with certainty. ‘ When is the exact moment 
to give drugs so that the system will best acceptthem? Thereare 
a few that may be given any time you like, but these are the ex- 
ception:” 

Cod-Liver Oil.—‘ What causes absorption of this oil? The 
action of the pancreatic and hepatic secretions. Given fasting, it 
will most likely cause vomiting, as the juices are not present; 
for secretion only commences when there is something in the 
stomach. Children take it well, and the reason is that in them 
the sense of taste is imperfect. It must be given, then, so that it 
will pass quickly on to where it can meet the pancreatic juice: so- 
give it at meals, just after taking soup; and it can also, curious to 
say, be well digested without any ‘returns,’ if taken the last thing 
at night on going to bed. Cod.-liver oil contains fatty acids, more 
so than any other oil, and absorption proceeds better with it, as 
an emulsion is not so much needed as in cther oils.” 

Emetics.— When the intention is to have only mucus vomited, 
give these fasting; but in digestion, etc., exhibit after eating, so. 
that there will be something to vomit.” 

Purgatives——* Here there must be a division. Carlsbad, Hun- 
yadi Janos, and such like purgative waters should be given at 
once on rising; and always in hot water, to precipitate the ele- 
ments; if given cold they are often vomited. Magnesia salts, on 
the other hand, require time, and should be taken at night. Next 
We come to purgatives that must never be given fasting: these are 
the drastics, such as jalap, aloes, etc.” (Here Dr. See tells a funny 
story of his young days, when patients were few and far between, 
and he got one to whom he ordered a compound aloes pill, with 
other things, and ordered it to be taken before each meal, with a 
result that the unfortunate patient had a vomiting-fit each time, 
and sent at once for the doctor’s bill and requested him not to call 
any more.” “These, then, should be given in the middle of a 
meal;” don’t say during, for, like before a meal, many people want 
to know the exact moment, and don’t understand if you mean an 
hour before meals or at meals: so be very precise.” 

Mineral Waters.—Dr. See condemns the usual custom of put- 
ting these into the wine which is drunk at table, and he says they 
spoil both wine and the digestion. He calls attention to the fact, 
that at Vichy, and all the mineral water stations, the water is 
always given fasting and sometime before a meal. The object be- 
ing to increase the secretion of the gastric juice, they must be 
given before meals—and not just before, but at least half an hour 
before. Vichy, administered in this way, gives better results, than 


when it is used to turn red wine into a sort of ink. 
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Bitters, cinchona, wines, etc., are what are called tonics, on 
account of the tannin that exist in them; these and acids should 
be taken just at desert, when the meal is over; certainly never 
‘before meals. 

Lron.—It will precipitate the gastric juice taken before meals, 
‘therefore iake it when there is something in the stomach to pre- 
vent this. It isnot known how it gets into the circulation, because 
it is not seen to go out. In any case, give it with meals. 

Pepsine——In supposing that there is some virtue in pepsine, 
‘which has not been proved, it should be given just at the end of a 
meal to assist the digestion of it.— Zechnics. 


Hygiene of the Hair.—Dr. Foley (ew York Medical Record) 
says: The end we seek in building up a scanty hair crop is a proper 
amount of blood-supply, through friction and hair-tonic: 
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Apply once or twice a day to the scalp by means of a soft 
sponge. This will prevent the hair from falling out if it does not 
produce a luxuriant crop. 

Fine-toothed combs should be avoided, and used only from a 
sportsman’s point of view—‘“ to catch game.” They have a tend- 
ency to peel off the scarf skin and leave a denuded surface below, 
which is apt to end in disease, pityriasis, etc. Dr. Leonard gives 
the following trite remarks in selecting a brush or comb: 

“A hair-brush or comb with silvery bristles or teeth too sharp 
is not good; the scalp will be scratched by the one and the hair 
broken by the other. A proper brush is made up of bristles vary- 
ing with the individual as regards the stiffness of them. The clus- 
ters should be evenly set into the back, equidistant from each other, 
so that the whole surface of the scalp to which it is applied will 
be touched by some one of the bristles-bunches. Then the clus- 
ters should he made up of bristles of slightly unequal length, so 
as to still further favor the brush in covering every part of the 
scalp; by this means every hair will be rubbed down on all sides, 
.and there will be no streaks or spots of the scalp left. untouched. 

“A proper comb in one whose teeth are even and regular, with 
points not sharp but rounded. It should be held up to the light 
so as to detect any splitting or roughening of the teeth on the 
sides; for, if they are so roughened, injury to the hair through 
breakage of the shaft will result. Should the teeth through any 
cause become split, as you value your hair, the offending members 
should be carefully cut from the comb; the slight space on the 
scalp that would thus remain untouched would be of no moment. 
Wire brushes are nothing more than combs. They actasa stimu- 
lant to the scalp, but are not equal to good bristle-brush.” 

A good supply of oxygen is necessary for the healthy growth of 
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hair; the head should be well aired. The hat has made sad havoc 
with many a caput. Endeavor to go bare headed as often as pos- 
sible. When walking, lift the hat from off the head frequently, 
and, if the sun is not too strong, hold the hat in your hand awhile. 
The blue-coat school-boys formerly of Christ Church, London, 
who wear the costume of Edward VJ, go bareheaded the year 
round. They wear no hats in the coldest days of winter. They 
are remarkably healthy, and have a redundant crop of hair, which 
lasts them a life-time. If we must wear a hat, let it be light 
in texture and well ventilated from the top. One reason that wo- 
men keep their hair longer than men is that their head-gear allows 
of better ventilation. Business men sometimes wear their hats in 
their office, or have a special hat which they put on. This is very 
injurious. The brokers of Wall Street are noted for wearing their 
hats indoors as well as out-doors. They are also notorious for 
having kald heads. This may account for it. When the head is 
well shorn of its locks this does not apply. 


Pasteur and his New Commurication.—Since Pasteur first 
commenced his investigations into bacteriology, and after his dis- 
covery of the protection which he could give sheep, by inoculat- 
ing them with an attenuated virus of charbon, the eyes of the 
scientific world have been turned toward that unpretending labor- 
atory in Paris for further important revelations. 

When he gave out to the world the fact that he believed that hy- 
drophobia could be prevented by giving hypodermic injections of 
an attenuated virus of rabies, the knowing ones simply winked 
their eyes and said, “I told you so.” It seemed that this great 
..ind must evolve some important principle which would be as of 
great benefit to humanity, as inoculating the sheep had been to 
the flocks ot France. While Pasteur has many violent enemies 
and opponents, still the bulk of the scientific world gave respect- 
ful attention to his words and simply said, “ Prove what you say 
to be true and we will worship you as a bene'actor of mankind.” 
The question now is: Has he proven his theory? We think, 
from the present standpoint, we are compelled to admit, that 
Pasteur’s method will, in a goodly proportion of cases, cause im- 
munity from the disease; still we are well assured from M. 
Pasteur’s own words, that in some instances it has failed to do 
that which he thought would be done, viz., protect. After read- 
ing the communication which he made before a recent meeting of 
the Academy of Sciences of France, we are compelled to think 
that Pasteur has himself come to the conclusion, that there is a 
flaw in his previous methods, as in the paper above alluded to he 
says: * That the method he has employed for the last two months 
was inefficient, and that he was now employing anew method,” 
as he terms it, “ consisting of repeating the treatment three times 
a day; in employing for the inoculations the spinal marrows, be- 
ginning with the oldest and ending with the most recent.” 

This seems strange, when we take into consideration the fact 
that on the 26th day of October, 1885, M. Pasteur affirmed he had 
discovered an infallible method for the cure of rabies after a bite. 
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It seems a matter of regret for all interested in this important 
subject, that the other ,observers working in this same direc- 
tion aad under different auspices, 7. e., different countries, have 
not been able to attain the same success as M. Pasteur. 

We shall look with a good deal of interest to the next report, 
in which we shall expect to see some results recorded of the new 
departure.—Medical Register. 


Nitro-glycerine.—Dr. Trussewitch, St. Petersburg, Medical 
Woch., shows that the value of this drug in various affections, 
agina-pectoris migrane and neuralgia, which he describes as angio 
neuroses, as well as in sea sickness, anemia, faintness, palpitation 
and other diseases depends upon the existence of an irregular dis- 
tribution of blood, judging from a degree of pallor of the skin 
often co-existent with a weak pulse and small, rigid, radial artery. 
On the other hand, when headache and neuralgia occur in patients 
with chronic congestion of the subcutaneous veins of the face, 
nitro-glycerine is to be avoided, and it is of no value in asthma 
when the skin is reddened in consequence of emphysena. If, 
however, a pale face exists with angina pectoris, migrane, gid- 
diness, shock, or seasickness, good results may be looked for from 
nitro-glycerine. The effect of the drug over the congestion of in- 
ternal organs, is similar to that brought about by blood-letting, and 
in these congestions, whether of lung, brain, or kidney, when 
they are of temporary character, the pulse is generally tound to be 
slow and of low tension. Asa rule, the pulse is the best indica- 
tion for the employment of nitro-glycerine, and is the most-trust- 
worthy guide, as to the initial dose. The smaller the radical artery, 
the more rapidly it dilates under the action of the drug, and the 
less the secondary effects produced. The fuller the pulse, with a 
distended radial artery, with weak pulse, the greater the secondary, 
and less the general effects. Single drop does of the 1 per cent. 
solution are sufficient in case of small pulse, but with a full pulse 
the full effects cannot be produced with less than two-drop doses. 
With a soft artery and weak pulse sub-normal doses, only, should 
be given, a % to %adrop. The burh.ng sensations of pulsation, 
and pain in the head are the guides for increasing the dose. The 
best methods of administering nitro-glycerine, are to simply drop 
the solution on the tongue, or the use of tablets. Less satisfactory 
results are obtained when mixed with water.— Zechnics. 


Heroic Dose of Turpentine in Croup.—In an obstinate 
and dangerous case of diphtheritic croup, which had extended into 
the larynx, after painting with boracic acid, and subsequently 
with a chloric acid application, without benefit, the child’s condi- 
tion becoming worse and worse, Dr. Lewentaner, of Constantin- 
ople, before resorting to tracheotomy, remembering a paper by 
Demlow, in which turpentine was recommended in these cases, 
determined to give it a trial, and so administered with his own 
hands a teaspoonful of the pure oleum terebinthe, giving after it 
some warm milk. Ina quarter of an hour the labored laryngeal 
breathing had given away to normal respiration sounds. That 
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night the child slept well and was quite free from the brassy 
cough which had previously been present. The next morning he 
was quite lively and was found playing with his toys. All trace 
of the false membrane had disappeared from the pharynx, which 
merely presented a reddened surface. Convalescence was rapid 
and uninterrupted. The turpentine, however, caused an eruption 
on the face, trunk, and extremities, having much the same appear- 
ance as the rash of measles, but of a brighterred. The spots com- 
pletely faded in two days, and was fcllowed by no sign of desqua- 
mation.—Lancet. 


The Modern Treatment of Urethritis.—Dr. George E. 
Brewer contributes an interesting paper on this subject to the 
Fourngl of Cutaneous and Genito- Urinary Diseases, May, 1887. 
The methods referred to are irrigation by bichloride of mercury 
of a strength of 1 to 10,000 to 1 to 60,000, and the retrojection of 
hot water: 

“The apparatus employed in the method by hot retrojection 
consists in a tin pail, beneath which is fastened a platform for an 
alcohol lamp or Bunsen burner. The pail is connected by means 
of a long rubber tube, with a No. 18 flexible catheter. The whole 
is suspended from the ceiling by means of a cord and pulley, and 
can be raised or lowered at will. 

“The patient, after having first passed his water, is seated on 
the edge of a chair over a large sized slop jar or pail. The cathe- 
ter, well oiled, is passed into the urethra about five inches and the 
current of water started. This is at first about the temperature 
of the body, but gradually raised until it is as hot as the patient 
can bear. About two quarts are passed through at each sitting. 
These should be repeated at least twice a day. 

“The result of this method of treatment with hot water alone, 
or combined with a small amount of tannin or sulphate of zinc, 
is to once allay the inflammatory symptoms, lessen and modify the 
character of the discharge. 

“During the past six months the number of cases of urethritis 
treated at the out-patient department of Roosevelt Hospital was 
212. Of these 139 were acute and 7y chronic. Of the acute 
cases 88 were classed as specific and 41 as non specific or doubt- 
ful. Of the chroaic cases 44 were classed as chronic purulent 
urethritis, and 29 as gleet. 

“Seventy-seven were treated by irrigation with bichloride of 
meroury, 46 by hot retrojection; the La Fayette mixture was em- 
ployed in 11 cases, while 7 received no treatment, but were kept 
under observation.” 

Dr. Brewer offers the following conclusions: 

“1, That in uncomplicated cases of acute gonorrheeal urethritis, 
treated by prolonged and frequent irrigation with bichloride of 
mercury, recovery may be expected within two weeks; that this 
period may be considerably shortened by the early inauguration 
of treatment, by inordinate physical exertion, and by indulgence 
in alcoholic and venereal excesses. 

“2, That the retrojection of a hot solution of bichloride possesses 
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all the advantages of the former procedure, and in addition causes 
a more rapid subsidence of the inflammatory symptoms, a greater 
feeling of comfort to the patient, and is attended with less annoy- 
ance and trouble. 

“2. That in cases of acute non-specific urethritis, the favorable 
influence of each of these methods is strikingly apparent. 

“4, That in cases of chronic purulent urethritis, no agent pro- 
duces such rapid and permanent improvement as irrigation, espe- 
cially when combined with astringents and heat. 

“5. That the percentage of complications occurring in causes 
treated by these methods is far below that observed when the or- 
dinary methods are employed.”— Southwestern Medical Gazette. 


Abortive Treatment of Furuncles.—Dr. Louis Heitzman, 
of New York, writes as follows: After it was shown, some years 
ago, that micro organisms are the actual causes of furuncles, it is 
rather surprising that parasiticides have not long ago been used in 
the local treatment of boils. It is well known that among the 
numerous parasiticides, salicylic acid often does excellent service 
in diseases of the skin, but in furuncles it has, to my knowledge, 
never been used. I therefore tried to abort furuncles with salicy- 
lic acid, plaster or salve, and the result was really surprising, for it 
acted beautifully. The first case in which it was used was that of 
a young man, who, for three weeks previously had suffered from 
a large number of boils of different sizes at the back of the neck. 
In spite of numerous incisions, new nodules appeared as soon as 
others were cured. The man suffered such pains that he was un- 
able to sleep, and he could not-turn his head in the slightest de- 
gree without most severe pains. When I saw him first, he had 
about one dozen larger and smaller elevated, indurated, inflamma- 
tory nodules on the left side of the back of the neck. I prescribed 
locally an eight per cent. salicylic-acid plaster: 


Be. AGH. GACY! occ 0c.se0 omeh eRe 99 0b wend ween 3 ij, 
ESS OO ee eT eer Tree ee Cee 3 ij, 
I ck atn eWikn panne UWke es te kets kes 5 i. 


When I again saw him, three days later, the pains had disap- 
peared, he could move his head in every direction, and only a few 
superficial nodules remained; in three days more he was cured. 
I had opportunity to test the action of salicylic acid in furuncles 
several times, and almost every time with the best success. If 
applied early enough, it never took longer than six or eight days 
to cure furuncles of even a large size or long duration, and the 
relief to the patient was manifested in a very short time. It is 
immaterial whether the salicylic acid is used as a salve or in the 
form of a plaster, the effect is always the same, and a five or ten 
per cent. salicylic-acid salve is of the same service. I use the 
officinal Unguentum aque ros as the basis for salves, not only 
because it has an agreeable smell, but because it is harmless; and 
this cannot always be said of vaseline, which is sometimes not free 


from sulphuric acid. A pleasant way to use the salicylic acid , 


is in the form ot the ten per cent. mucill, which was the first in- 
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troduced by Unna; it is used in the same way as the plaster, and 
causes a superfiscal formation of blisters, or a sloughing of the 
skin.—Peorta Medical Monthly. 


Sick Headache —Coffee, or its active ingredients, caffeine and 
guarana. often relieve lighter paroxysms. Chloral and croton 
chloral are of more or less service in most cases. Anstie believed 
that the administration of 20 grains of chloral, the patient at the 
same time keeping his feet in hot mustard water, and inhaling the 
steam from the mustard, was the ideal treatment for migraine. 
Bromide of potash affords relief in some cases, but it is usually 
necessary to give very large doses. A new remedy, antipyrin, 
has proved a valuable auxiliary in our treatment of migraine and 
other forms of headache. One or two doses of 10 or 15 grains, 
given at the beginning of an attack of sick headache, will often 
act like a charm in cutting it short. A still newer remedy, antife- 
brin, is said to act equally well. 

In some very severe attacks hypodermics of morpine may be 
called for to procure relief, and even these may afford but very 
little benefit. 

In our efforts to prevent the attacks of sick headaches, or lessen 
their frequency and severity, we should attempt to remove all the 
causes which have any influencein their production. In some in- 
stances stomach disorders, diseases of the womb or the like, either 
directly or indirectly, occasion their development. Wherever dis- 
eases of this character exist, they should, if possible, be removed. 

Special remedies are sometimes used with the idea of prevent: 
ing future attacks. Cannabis indica is a favorite with some phy- 
sicians. Its use for a long time is said to have a very decided 
effect in some cases. I have, myself, very rarely resorted to any 
specific medication in these cases. When I did so it was to ad- 
minister the bromides, and only at such times when the headaches. 
appeared to occur with unusual frequency and severity. Periods 
of this kind, of longer or shorter duration, are not rare occurrences 
to those suffering with migraine. I have almost invariably found 
that 10 or 15 grains of bromide of potash, given three times a day 
at such times, would be productive of much benefit.— Cincinnati 
Medical News. 


Bicarbonate of Sodium in the Treatment of Gonorrhcea — 
The copious discharge which is so marked a feature in gonorrhea 
is invariably acid in reaction, and this fact has even been suggested 
as a test for the nature of the disease. The specific bacillus, 
moreover, to which gonorrhea owes its ready and peculiar infect- 
iveness, can only flourish and multiply in an acid medium. Con- 
siderations of this kind have led Dr. Castellan, a French army 
surgeon, to try the effects of alkaline injections into the urethra in 
gonnorrhea. The results obtained are reported by him to have 
been excellent. He begins by testing the reaction of the discharge, 
and then, if acid, injects a sma!l quantity of a 1 per cent. solution 
of bicarbonate of sodium, the least irritating of the alkaline salts, 
repeating the injection several times daily. Under this treatment, 
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the scalding accompanying micturition is at once alleviated, and 
in the course of a week a very marked diminution is brought 
about of the discharge. Convalescence was generally rapid, and 
the final results very satisfactory. The treatment is also applicable 
to gleet. The good results alleged to have been obtained naturally 
require to be confirmed by experience before we can call on our 
neighbor to rejoice. Reiterated disappointment has begotten 
scepticism, but the p'an of treatment has the great merit ot being 
inexpensive and absolutely tree from risk. Even if the specific 
action of the alkaline solutions be not justified by observation, 
nothing but good could follow the employment of a weak solution 
of anything —Medical Press and Circular. 


Treatment of Palpitation.—During an attack of acute pal- 
aren. medical treatment of a direct kind can only be palliative. 

t is acommon practice to place the patient in the perfectly re- 
cumbent position, but as this position leads, frequently, to breath- 
lessness and much discomfort, I never enforce it unduly. The 
sufferers usually find out the best position for themselves, and 
standing up, and even gentle walking backward and forward, 
commonly appear to bring relief, as if the general muscular action 
equalized the local overaction. 

For the actual palpitation, digitalis is the only remedy I have 
found of any positive service, and it combines well with remedies 
which have a tendency to promote quickly the cutaneous and 
renal excretions. I usually prescribe the tincture of digitalis in 5 
or 10 minim doses, with 4 a fluid drachm of nitric ether, and 
2 fluid drachms of the liquor animoniz acetatis. In instances 
where there has been prolonged sleeplessness, with palpitation, I 
have combined morphia, in full doses, with digitalis, with good 
effect, adding the narcotic dose to the formula just named. 

In general treatment I am accustomed to follow, whether the heart 
be organically sound or unsound, the same methods as those pre- 
scribed in my previous essay on intermittency. The organic bro- 
mides of iron, quinine, and morphia, and the mixture of iron car- 
bonate, ammonia, and morphia (Asclepiad, Vol. 1, p. 204), are ex- 
cellent remedies. The only difference in treatment, in fact, relates 
to the use of alcohol, which, valuable in some cases of intermit- 
tency, is less compatible in cases of palpitation. 

‘The rules already ordered for the management of cardiac apply 
equally to the epigastric palpitation. There is, however in cases 
of epigastric palpitation more frequent necessity to meet dyspeptic 
symptoms, including flatulency and consumption, by alternative 
and mild aperient correctives.—A sclepiad. 


Subnitrate of Bismuth as a Dressing.—1. Subnitrate of bis- 
muth possesses antiseptic properties at least equal to those of iodo- 
form. 

2. No poisonous effects are to be appreh nded as in the employ- 


ment of iodoform. i ee 
3. The subnitrate of bismuth, being a chemically indifferent 
substance, does not irritate the wounds; secretion is diminished. 
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4. Its action is very prolonged, though not vigorous, so that the 
dressings do not require to be frequently changed, and rest is 
insured for the wounds. 

5. There is no action at a distance, nor does any specific effect 
attach to it. 

6. It does not afford protection against erysipelas and other 
wound diseases, at least no more than iodoform. 

7. It is no disinfectant, but as an antiseptic it keeps the wounds 
pure. 

8. All wounds capable of healing by first intention can do so 
when dressed with bismuth. 

9. It also represents an excellent material for forming scabs, 
under which epidermis can grow over the wound. Its use on 
granulating wounds has not, however, been sufficiently studied as 
yet—Annals of Surgery. 


Treatment of Dysentery.— Progress Medical—In a corres- 
pondence from Bombay, Dr. C. MacDowall, physician in the 
British army of East India, speaks with great enthusiasm of the 
treatment of dysentery by ipecacuanha. Like other friends of 
this treatment, such as Docker, Ewart, Cunningham, Malun, etc., 
he says that it is almost a specific, renders the disease easy to cure, 
and prevents the complication most feared, z. e., hepatic suppura- 
tion. But he emphasizes, particularly, “that the remedy be given 
early in the disease, at the proper time and in the proper manner.” 
The principles of the treatment are: 

1. To give a large dose of ipecac, at least 30 grains, for an adult. 

2. To prepare the stomach to accept and retain such a large dose 
by about 20 drops of laudanura an hour before giving the ipecac; 
also the application of a sinapism over the stomach; and to 
administer the ipecac in the form of large pills, not in solution. It 
must also be given at night, at the time of going to sleep, never in 
the morning, and not during the day, and no liquid is to be taken 
after the dose has been given. 

Sometimes the patient vomits a little mucous towards the morn- 
ing hours, but the greater portion of the remedy has by that time 
been absorbed. This treatment must be renewed every night, and 
usually the improvement is marked by the third morning, or sooner; 
blood, mucus, pain, all three having disappeared. A disease 
which formerly made us despiar has now lost its terror to us. 

The opium may be substituted by a hypodermic injection of 
morphia. Bismuth subnitrate may be given during the day. 
Small doses of ipecac are more than useless; they have been tried 
in India for over two centuries without lessening the mortality in 
dysentery. Since more than twenty years the above has been 
adopted as almost the only treatment in British India and has given 
the be-t results.— Zechnics. 


The Treatment of RiLeumatism.—Dr. George L. Peabody 
treats his cases of acute rheumatism with a combination of salicy- 
lic acid and iron, the formula for which was obtained in the fol- 
lowing way: 
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About a year ago a nurse was pouring into a common recepta- 
cle some remnants of different medicines, when she noticed that 
a black precipitate formed by iron was turned into a transparent 
solution of a rich red hue, as soon as she poured the fluid contents 
of another bottle. Being a young woman of an inquiring turn of 
mind, she asked the house physician the cause of this phenome- 
non. The house staff, to help her in her desire for information, 
experimented with the drugs that she had been throwing out, and 
ascertained that her manipulation of the chemicals had been this: 
She had first poured into the receptacle a salicylic acid. Into this 
she had poured a solution of iron, with the result of producing a 
black precipitate. To this she added some sodium phosphate, 
with the result of producing a clear red solution. 

This at once gave a clue to the means of combining iron and 
salicylic acid without forming a precipitate. The facts were sub- 
mitted to the apothecary of the hospital, and from them he pro- 
duced the following formula, which has been in constant use for 
nearly a year: 


R. Acidi salicylici..... nlp aye mein ea Terror. gr. Xx, 
leaded - de mem, mutter POTEET gr. Vv, 
Sodii phosphatis............... phisphcenee wee gr. j, 
ID ita iadXactinwe was ja) elle week aai wae eke 3 Ss. 


This method of giving this drug in rheumatism has now been 
fairly tested. It may be said to agree as well with the stomach as 
any other, and it has the great advantage of not being followed, 
even if its use be long continued, by the severe anemia that so 
often follows the use of salicylic acid, if it be given without iron. 

The dose which is described in this formula is given every two 
hours until improvement justifies a diminunition in the frequency, 
or until constitutional effects are pronounced.—Medical News. 


Hypodermic Injection of Atropine in Hemoptysis.—Has- 
mann advises this method of treatment in desperate cases of hem- 
optysis when the use of other remedies has failed. He reports 
three cases which illustrates this point. One case has suffered 
from twelve severe hemorrhages in six hours. After the 
thirteenth the writer injected one-twenty-fifth of a grain of 
the sulphate of atropine; the hemorrhage did not recur. A similar 
result was obtained with a lady, in whose case ergotine and prep- 
arations of turpentine had failed. 

In a third case of persistent hemorrhage through two winters, 
twos injections, of one-twenty-fifth of a grain each, sufficed to 
check them.—Reoue Generale de Clinique et de Ti herapeutique. 


Aneurism Cured by Position.—Dr. T. G. Richardson, of 
New Orleans, at the last meeting of the American Surgical Asso- 
ciation, reported the case of a shoemaker, 55 years of age,. who 
was admitted into the hospital for a painful swelling of the left 
thigh. The tumor, an aneurism of the femoral artery, was about 
the size of a goose-egg, irregularly flattened. None of the char- 
acteristic signs of aneurism were wanting. It was supposed to 
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possess thin walls. The man looked anemic and delicate. He 
had had syphilis about nine years before. The cause of the dis- 
ease was supposed to be the irritation caused by hammering leather 
on an iron placed on his thigh. The tumor appeared to be in- 
flamed by the manipulation. To overcome this, Dr. Richardson 
suspended the limb flexed at right angles at the hip and knee. He 
found on the first day an improvement in the condition of the 
tumor, and a few days later, that coagulation had occurred. A 
week later he was discharged, cured, and a few months after only 
a small nodule could be felt at the site of the tumor. As this is 
probably the first case of femoral aneurism cured by this method, 
he desired to call attention to the fact that no pressure was exerted 
on the tumor, but that the only treatment was flexion, and sus- 
pension of the limb, especially the latter. He thought that grav- 
ity had a great deal to do with effecting the cure—Philadelphia 
Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


Abortive Treatment of Whitlow.—The various methods of 
treatment recommended as “sure cures” for the painful infliction 
usually called a felon, are, as a rule, predicated on the physiologi- 
cal fact that pressure causes absorption ; and, remembering this 
many years ago, finding that collodion contracts on drying, which 
it does rapidly by evaporation, I applied it to the end of a finger 
which presented the symptoms of a felon—the pain and throbbing 
—and the bowels being constipated, which I have since learned 
is usually the case, gave a mild cathartic, and realizing that the 
torture would be increased by the constriction, gave an anodyne 
sufficient to antagonize this to bridge over the night. The pressure 
was kept up the second day, when there were a few drops of pus 
just under the skin, which was liberated, of course without pain, 
and that was the end of the case. 

In an extensive army, hospital and civil practice for twenty-five 
years this has been the successfvl method of treating these afflic- 
tions: usually without opening. It is well to soften up the parts 
by strong soap suds, or a weak solution of carbolic acid, before 
applying the collodion. Poulticing in such cases is highly repre- 
hensible, for if there is any physical wickedness in the system it 
is attracted to the spot and it hangs on for weeks when it ought to 
be aborted in a few days.—Dr. Starnes in Medical Register. 


Benzoate of Soda in Summer Diarrhcea.—Dr. A. E. Gregg, 
of Iowa, speaks highly of the remedy. He says (tx Medical Re 
porter): “1 will pass by the numerous remedies familiar to us all 
in the treatment of bowel troubles in children, and speak of the 
one which I saw recommended by Dr. Wm. B. Watson, of Jersy 
City, namely, benzoate of soda. During the heated term of last 
summer I used this remedy in a number of cases of diarrhoea and 
cholera morbus with most pleasing results. In many cases the 
vomiting and frequent painful stools ceased within a few hours 
after giving the first dose. I regret to say that I have not kept a 
record of the cases in which this treatment was used, and I can 
therefore give you no detailed account of the results. But I hope 
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the members of this society may deem it worthy of a trial, and 
that we shall hear more favorably of it in the future. 

“The dose is 1 grain for every year of the child’s age, up to 15 
grains, to be given in water or simple elixir every hour until relief 
is obtained. I shall not speak of the use of stimulants in these 
cases, or discuss other methods of treatment. but will conclude by 
asking my fellow members to give this one remedy a fair test.— 
Lowa State Medical Reporter. 





Neurotic Treatment of Catarrh.—My plan of treatment for 
the arrest of catarrh is as follows: I keep a strong solution of bro- 
mide (1 in 3) and a bottle of tincture of belladonna (B. P.). 

hen I am conscious of having taken cold, I take 2 to 3 
drachms of the bromide solution in a small glass of water— 
that is to say, 40 to 60 grains of bromide. I repeat this dose in ; 
six hours, and, if necessary, take a third dose at a similar interval. 
Meanwhile, as soon as a flux commences, I take 20 drops (equiv- 
alent to 15 minims) of the tincture of belladonna in a little water 
every hour or two until the throat feels somewhat dry. The paint- 
ing of the nasal mucous membrane with cocaine solution gives 
great relief, and powerfully contributes to the cure if the catarrh 
be severe. Since I hit upon this plan I have never failed rapidly 
to arrest my own catarrhs, ner have I failed in any instance in 

‘ which I have myself been able to superintend the administration 
of the remedies.—Dr. Lees, in Canada Lancet. 
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Transplantation of Tendon.—M. Monrod made an observa- 
tion before the Societe de Chirrurgie, of a case of transplantation 
of the tendon of a dog to man. The tendon of the medius being 
severed by a jagged wound, and it being impossible to unite the 
two ends without causing considerable contraction, a piece of a 
tendon of a dog was interposed. The result was very good, and 
the functions of the finger were for the most part re established. 
M. Trelat said that in a case where it was possible to unite the 
tendons he pared the edges and brought them together by sutures, 
and was well satisfied with the result. M. Despres always knew 
of wounds of tendons to heal by adherence of the two ends to 
the cicatrix of the skin, and was able to perceive that this 
method was sufficient to re-establish the functions. In this he 
was opposed by M. Berger, who maintained that the suture 
was necessary in certain cases.— Zhe Medical Press. 


ET ILS PEERS 





Ring Pessary in Treatment of Fractured Patella.—A sub- 
scriber writes, “I desire to call attention to a simple, inexpensive 
and efficient plan of treating fracture of the patella. The only 
articles required are a gum ring pessary, two strips of adhesive 
plaster two inches wide and long enough to go round the limb, 
one above and the other below the knee, and a few yards of mus- 
lin bandage. : 

“ Bring the fragments as closely together as possible and encircle 
with the ring, secure the ring in position by two strips of muslin 
passing through it and connecting with the adhesive strips. Then 
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bandage well, with this treatment considerable latitude of motion 
may be allowed the patient in bed without injury, and in most 
cases he may be allowed to sit up in three weeks. 

“Six cases have been treated in this way within the last ten years, 
all of which have resulted satisfactorily."—MJaryland Medical 
Fournal. 


Agaricin for Night Sweats.—Young recommends the fol- 
lowing combination: 


hs Ma ais ch Ge anne send insete dha ekes oer 
Pulv. ipecac et opii..... iawn Cee ee es dae gr. CXx, 
Althe pulv..... SS IR ee, mee FMP 
NOI cn avncn cctanttaageas + +- 0th gr 1k, 


Met. et div. in pilula, No. 100. S. One or two to be taken at 
night. 

In the Bellevue Hospital the following combination has been 
used with excellent results: 


ee te errr er rer eee reer rr ree gr. X, 
nk EP RO EL TOES gr. j. 
SN I OO. oi 6 ub ina kN pee RS m mcc. 


M. et filter. Dose, 1fi minims contain 1-10 of a grain of agaricin, 
1-120 of a grain atropine sulphate, and 10 minims of aromatic sul- 
phuric acid. To be given in syrup or simple elixir—Kansas City 


Medical Record. 


Indications for Thyroidectomy and for Interstitial In- 
jections of Iodine in Parenchymatous Goitre.—Interstitial 
injection of iodine is and remains the classical and the French 
method for the surgical cure of parenchymatous goitre. This 
treatment is simple, generally efficacious, and almost absolutely in- 
nocuous when properly administered. It should be applied to 
goitres that are rebellious to iodine given internally, and which 
have become a permanent trouble to the patient or a menace to 
his existence. It may be applied for esthetic reasons, should the 
patient desire it. Thyroidectomy is a redoubtable operation to 
which recourse should not be had until after repeated and fruitless 
trials have been made of the intestinal injection of iodine, or in 
exceptional circumstances, in which the surgeon must be the 
judge. Only a partial extirpation of the thyroid body is admisi- 
ble; total extirpation is experimentally condemned.—JMedical 
Register. 


Cod-liver Oil in Infantile Atrophy.—In the Lancet Dr. 
Yeldham, in a letter to the editor, states that in “cases in which 
no kind of artificial food is of benefit, and the poor little creatures 
waste away, many of them dying from sheer inanition,, cod-liver 
oil comes in with admirable effect. Let the nurse dip the end of 
her little finger in the oil, and put it into the child’s mouth. This 
may be repeated five or six times in the twenty-four hours. In 
such small quantities not only does it never disagree, but the child 
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sucks it off the finger with avidity and evident pleasure. It may 
be administered in this way to the youngest infants. By this sim- 
ple and inexpensive expedient I have seen many infants, who were 
absolutely starving for want of the natural food, become plump 
and happy in an almost incredible short space of time. The oil 
has the effect of enabling the child to digest other food which it 
could not take without it. With the aid of cod-liver oil, as I have 
suggested, any good, pure milk will agree—Medical Times. 


The Prevention of Mammary Abscess.—Mr. Mial speaks 
highly of a method preyenting mammary abscess. He says that 
when mammary abscess is on the point of forming, he has fre- 
quently seen all the symptoms disappear in a few hours under the 
influence of fomentations with hot water and carbonate of ammo- 
nia. He uses an ounce of the carbonate in a pint of water, and 
when solution is accomplished, the temperature of the fluid will 
be hardly too high for fomentation to be commenced with cloths 
dipped in the liquid. He applies them for ‘rom half an hour to 
two hours, at the same time protecting the nipples. He has often 
had immediate relief. and seldom requires to make more than 
three applications.— Weekly Medical Review. 


Reduction of Dislocation of the Humerus by Right-angle 
Traction.—We notice several reports in the various journals, rel- 
ative to the ease with which shoulder dislocat on may be reduced 
by Mr. McLecd’s process. It consists in making traction at right 
angle to the patient’s body, steadying the body by the foot, or by 
any other means the operator chooses. All who have attempted 
it seem to regard it as highly successful, the reduction being ob- 
tained with the minium amount of pain and force. The character- 
istic “snap” is sometimes wanting.— Canada Lancet. 


New Local Anesthetic.—Dr. Lervin (France Medical) 
recommends a resinous extract of Kava (piper mephysticum) as 
a local anesthetic analogous in its action to cocaine. Applied 
upon the tongue this extract produces a sensation of heat, quickly 
followed by anesthesia. Dropped in the eye it causes slight irri- 
tation and an abundant secretion of tears. Complete and lasting 
anesthesia of the conjunctiva and otf the cornea immediately fol- 
lows. Hypodermic injections produce insensibility of neighbor- 
ing tissues without causing any inflammatory phenomena.— Zech. 


Stammering.—Dr. Dio Lewis said: “The worst case of stam- 
mering may be cured if the patient be made to mark the t'me of 
his speech, as is done in singing. He isat first to beat on every syll- 
able. He begins by reading a piece, striking the finger on the 
knee at every word. You can also beat time by striking the 
finger, hitting the thumb against the forefinger, or moving the 
large toe in the boot. An hour’s practice each day will suffice.”— 
New York Medical Times. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 


A Wise Wasp.—While sitting, one summer day, at the side 
of the house on a platform which served as a piazza, but was 
roofed only by the branches of two large trees, something drop- 
ped upon my head and rolled into my lap, when I saw a large 
white bodied spider in the clutches of a small wasp. Hastily 
brushing these unceremonious visitors on to the floor, I watched 
to see if the wasp would succeed in flying away with his huge 
enemy. \fter a struggle the spider lay quiet, and the wasp ran 
around, seizing first une part, then another, but finally went away, 
as I supposed, for help. In about a quarter of an hour he returned, 
still alone, and began trying again, as I thought, to find some place 
by which he could seize the round body and carry itaway. Again 
he departed without his spider. This time I watched him and saw 
him disappear at the ecge of the lawn, under a pear tree, and, 
following, found him, after some searching, diligently at work 
with another wasp enlarging a hole in the ground, having already 
thrown out quite a little mound of earth. I was surprised, for I 
did not then know that any kind of wasp lived in the ground. 

I returned to the piazza, and soon, when the wasp came back, 
I was convinced, by more careful watching, that he was measur- 
ing each part of the spider’s body instead of trying to get hold of 
it. The antenne seemed to be the organs mostly employed in this 
operation. When he went home again, I was betore him, and 
saw him meet his co-worker, put his head close to his, and evi- 
dently informed him that the doorway was not yet biz enough, 
for they fell busily at work enlarging it. 1hen more measuring, 
more digging, until, after three long hours, he returned, this time 
with his friend, and they carried away their prey and bestowed it 
in their underground home. Question for studious Agassizites: 
How many kinds of wasps are there, and how many have adopted 
the metric system ?— Zhe Owl. 





How Arago Measured the Power of Steam.—The experi- 
ments which were entered upon for the purpose of measuring the 
force of the vapor of water were very important and very dan- 
gerous: important, because the safe working of steam-engines 


‘was dependent upon correct measurements of the force, and 


because all the properties of heat had to be passed in review; and 
dangerous because they “imposed the task of confronting the un- 
known caprices of a formidable force There were but two men 
to accept it and conduct it to success: Arago, who never shrank 
from a duty; and Dulong, already maimed by an explosion, whose 
previous studies had admirably prepared him for the new work.” 
«\ rude manometer was extemporized, and a boiler, far less staunch 
than the boilers of to-day, was set up, in which water was heated 
till the pressure was twenty-seven atmospheres. ‘They could 
not go further. At this extreme point it leaked at all the joints, 
and the steam escaped through the fissures with a hissing that was 
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of bad omen. But the observers, though aware of the danger, 
silent and resigned, finished without accident the measurements 
which they had begun.” Telling M. Jamin the story, which was 
written out as above from his dictation, Arago said: “ Only one 
being of our company preserved his serenity and slept quitely; it 
it was Dulong’s dog; they called him Omicron.”—P. S. Mews. 


Electricity a Form of Matter.—Mr. Carl Hering, writing 


to the Electrical World, says: 

“Tt is a well-known fact that quantity of. electricity measured 
in coulombs never is generated, never is consumed, and never does. 
grow less, excepting leakage. The current flowing out of a lamp 
is exactly the same in quantity as that going into it; the same is 
true of motors and of generators, showing that electricity of itself 
is never consumed while doing work in a lamp or motor, it comes 
out in precisely the same quantity as it entered. A battery is not 
able to generate quantity or coulombs of electricity; all it is able 
to do is to take the quantity which pours in at one pole and send 
it out at the other pole with an increased pressure, or E.M.F. 
Electricity, therefore, is not merely force (or a form of energy), 
but matter. It is precisely analogous to water in a water circuit. 
The water is neither consumed nor generated. The pump merely 
increases the pressure of the water which flows in at one end. 
The water motor merely consumes the pressure, and converts it 
into mechanical work of another kind. It does not consume the 
water. The quantity of water, measured in units of quantity, is 
the same in all parts of a closed circuit of water,” etc.—Scientific 
American. 


High Ballooning.—The zronauts Mallet and Jovis made an 
ascent, August 13, in the balloon Horla, starting from the Lavillette 
gas works, Paris. Their object was to penetrate to the greatest 
height at which it is possible to live. After a few hours’ voyage 
in the air the balloon descended, landing in the village Marche, 
Belgium. They reached an altitude of a little over four miles. 
This telegram has been received from M. Jovis: 

“Victory! We attained an altitude of over 7,000 meters. We 
were obliged to descend for want of ballast. The conditions 
were excellent, except that M. Mallet fainted twice. The apparatus 
is intact.”— Scientific American. 


Artesian Well at Galveston.—An artesian well is being 
bored at Galveston. The city stands on a narrow sand spit, which 
fences off Galveston Bay from the Gulf of Mexico, and is sur- 
rounded by water, being at different places from two to forty 
miles from the mainland. It is therefore a peculiar piace for an 
artesian well. So tar a depth of 658 feet has been reached The 
following is the stratification passed through: Quicksand, 32 feet; 
blue clay, 17 feet; coarse sand, 26 feet; white :lay, 107 feet; sea, 
mud, 57 feet; olive clay, 116 feet; sea mud, 130 feet; blue clay, 29 
feet; sea mud, 11 feet; blue clay, 147 feet; total, 658 feet. Ata 
depth of 600 feet several palmetto logs were passed through. At 
present a 9 inch tube is being sunk.—/é. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 


Ear-Ache (Peoria Medical Monthly ).— 


Be. “BRUPUNOD OT MOTTE. oon on dccceve ce sesieessecccs gr. v, 
ty sata lai saat ETRE CREOLE gr. i, 
Ol. olive..... One aa vs OURS Sea Naa wedepe dhanea 3 i, 
Is in 0.s nna dence chek b 008 shee meen 3 iss. 

M. Sig. Drop trom 3 to 5 drops in the ear, and repeat every 





hour until relieved from pain, taking care to plug the ear with 
cotton after applying the medicine. 


Gonorrhcea Treatment.—J. B. Jones says that, as an injection 
for urethritis, especially the acute form, there is nothing superior 
to the following: 


i, SL Ha xis Poncho eeksaWCdaewe yc eeeaneaes gr. XX, 
SSAA a bh die KGa oui kak waddawetdpeses fl 3 i, 
II tino ck's « ead 5 4 oN Wo ad aed p Raeeeee gr. vi, 
PING 6 ic 0 phn 9 sid OR CESS aoa oe oe oe fl 3 v. 


M. Sig. Inject every three hours. 


As a diuretic where the urine is highly acid and the object is to 
increase the amount of water: 


ee ae I slid. dos vp baie eden aoa dot dee 3 ss, 
Spt. nitr, dulcis...... ee ee er ORE On ET fl Z ss, 
ee oer een nnn rey fl 3 xv. 


M. Sig. One tablespoonful every three hours. 


Iodoform in Phthisis—Huchard combines iodoform with crea- 
sote in the treatment of phthisis as follows: 


Sh: Se ps one ew aan nine MMe RAR aa ek Rae he ke 

IY dekh fe As 46694 dS RARA 44S Kee ay webs 

it Sk as R55: oaks Wes nhen ee een ded ¥edag 
a i Ti is X00. hia ni! ernaemcwnns oases aa gr j. 


M. Sig. Two to 4 pills daily—fournal de Medicine. 


The Medical Treatment of Fissures in Ano by Cocaine.— 
M. Mendel commences by cauterizing the affected surface with 
nitrate of silver after first {applying ja five percent. solution of 
cocaine. He then orders the patient to apply, especially after 
defacation, the following ointment: 


Bs ES xg takes hve So yaa wee wee ap se gr. XXX, 
Cocain.,jhydrochlor........... Sr Tereeer et, gr. Xv, 
EE Nake.” eb dnen ide abbdad degewwe aurea 3 V. 

M. 


In the intervals of defacation he applies to the wound lint coated 
with this ointment, and prevents constipation by using saline pur- 
3 é 
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gatives. Moreover, he cleanses the surface of the fissure several 
times a day with three per cent. boric acid water. In this way 
Mendel obtained recovery in from one to two years.—Le Concours 


Medical. 


Diphtheria.—A writer (in clectic Medical Fournal) gives a 
glowing account of the following anodyne in diphtheria: 


R. Merck’s volatile extract of pine needles........ 
Merck’s resorcin...... Pr ee ere ...aa 3 ij, 
Fluid ext. pinus canadensis............0.sceesee: 3 j. 
Ns chckct ac as soeeee oaes Jiuskewaks arena 3 ss, 
a Seer ret oer eae abe wke 3 iij. 


M. S. Use in the nose and throat with an inhaler or atomizer 
several times a day. 


a eer rr re here 3 j, sen'ss, 
Fluid ext. pinus canadensis..... pili did ana eee eee 3 ij, 
| ere ie sees Opera nenies <quawem 3 ij, 
Aqua (hot)..... ee eT eT eRe tS eet f 3 iv, 


M. S. Dose, half to a drachm every two or three hours. 


Should the throat be very bad, a prepatation twice as strong as 
that advised for the atomizer is to be used with a probang, and 
repeated three times a day. I have observed the action of the 
remedy in fourteen cases. One was in my own family, a boy of 
seven years; the results were all that could be desired. 


Parson’s Local Anzsthetic.— 


Bs sp Rs x oo enh sneha dened onda seeteaubiias parts xii, 
ee sacle pik e's ae klk's oa heen i 9 SS *. sil. 
‘2%, CAPOICUM. .... 502.00 hah thd p aiata GOS eA we os 
Tr. pyrethrum......... ahs Rees 8548 wn ces +: i 
aan chs ise. RORY deReA ea eA eR wee” 
| ROTTS IED 2 Pee ie eT REE oeean oe 


Dissolve the camphor in the chloroform, then add oil of cloves, 
and then the tinctures. 

The venerable Dr. Parsons, in sending this formula for publica- 
tion, says: “I cannot expect to remain much longer in this world, 
and I want the profession to know the value of this local anzs- 
thetic.”— Zhe Southern Dental Journal. 


Antiseptic Mouth Wash.— 


ek ee ey Perea, gramme I, 
ia k boas hoa bh oes ean ss xd gramme 0-50, 
IS oisk « s'ehnbes oes ss econ Sepa grammes 300. 

Ft. Sol. 


This preparation is said to be an excellent corrective for foetid 
breath, when it proceeds from decaying matter in carious teeth, 
etc.—Magiot, in Gazette Hebdomadaire.—Medical Press and 
Circular. , 
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A Formula for Lithuria.—Dr. J. B. Johnson, in Medical Re- 
porter: i 


ee er 3 jss, 
hs boas hae. av. cvncenentinenee 3 jss, 
Acidi salicylic....... LS ade Ges: ho hdak bees das 3 jss, 
UE IN sora vivnkcaraneapucedeccsasion D ij, 
ie sci a's 2 vend hahcomee saya’ ence xt 3 ij, 
ER Oe ey ie Pan eee re 3 Vj. 
PE DDE apecnccad (ita iiss sve Eakweed inion 03 Viij. 


S. Mixin the order of the formula, shake well, and give a table- 
spoonful every three or four hours. 


I have found no prescription superior to this in cases of lithuria, 
and in uric acid diatheses attended with gouty and rheumatic symp- 
toms; and under such circumstances, the mixture is much im- 
proved by the addition, to each dose, of 20 drops of wine of col- 
chicum. In combination with drachm-doses of either of the fluid 
extracts of pariera brava, or dog grass, it has served me well in 
chronic cystitis, gonorrhcea and leuchorrea. The fluid ext. of 
pichi, in suitable doses, has also, proved an excellent addition to 
the formula in the treatment of mucus discharges from the urinary 
organs. 


Duration of Infection of Eruptive Fevers.—My observations 
make the duration of infection in the several diseases as follows: 
Measles, from the second day, for exactly three weeks. Small- 
pox, from the first day, under one month, probably three weeks. 
Scarlet fever, at about the fourth day, for six or seven weeks. 
Mumps, under three weeks. Diphtheria, under three weeks.— 
British Medical Fournal. 


Chronic Rheumatism.— 


ee aes 2 eee 3 ss, 
NN EES OO CRETE See EET OTe 3 ii, 
bh nurorey vs thee eh CELE OLE E TEER OLR 3 ij, 
re rn eee eee fl 3 iij, 
ne LEER TC CAL ET EET CEE fl 3 iss, 
TT bbs E oo EET Ee eee 3 iij. 


M. Sig. Two tablespoonfuls in water every four hours.—Zx. 


Treatment of Chorea.—Descroizilles prescribes as follows: 


Re IN os cuba atacand bend arcana 
ee en ren orseves 
PM, CII ay 6.5. 6.n-x0'p whwa'ss an honetes aa gr. Xv. 


M. Divide in pill thirty in number. 
Sig. From 3 to 6 pills daily—Fournal de Medicine de Paris. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


EDITORIAL BREVITIES. 


MisTAKE.—The introductory lecture and opening exercises of the Southern 
Medical College will take place on the 4th of October, instead of the sth, as 
stated in our last. 





THE PizpMoNnT Fair.—We hope to meet many of our friends and sub- 
scribers at the approaching Fair. Call at our room, 75 South Pryor, and let 
us shake your hand. 


Jacoss’ PHARMACY COMPANY.—We invite special attentior. to the above 
enterprising house, on corner of Marietta and Peachtree streets, Atlanta. They 
are active, polite and accommodating gentlemen, very attentive to business, and 
their prices are very moderate. 


MEDICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS Booxs.—Read carefully the advertisement 
on page 26 of Messrs. Lester & Kuhrt, No. 7 Whitehall street. These gen- 
tlemen are courteous and attentive to purchasers, and keep a large supply of 
books of all kinds. Students can here procure medical books at the lowest 
cash prices. 


DraATH OF Dr. BoRCHEIM.— We regret to have to report the death, by sui- 
cide, of Dr. Burcheim, of Atlanta, on September 11, 1887. 

He was an intelligent practitioner and ‘a worthy member of the profession, 
but had unfortunately contracted the cocaine habit, to which is attributed that 
morbid mental condition which led to the suicide. 


Dr. O. H. TALIAFERRO, an eminent physician of Atlanta, and Professor 
of Obsteterics in the Atlanta Medical College, died recently at Tate Springs, 
Tennessee. 

Dr. Taliaferro was a man of prominence in the profession, and had acquired 
quite a distinguished reputation, especially in the department of gynecology. 
As a lecturer he stood well and will be sorely missed in the Atlanta Medical 
College and by numerous friends and patrons in Atlanta and throughout the 
South. He was truly a good man. Peace to his memory. 


DeaTH OF Dr, JAMES A. GRAY.—Just as we go to press we are informed 
of another sad dispensation in the medical profession of our city, the death of 
Dr. James A. Gray. a prominent physician, one of the editors of the Atlanta 
Medical Journal, and Secretary of the Georgia Medical Association, He 
died of typhoid fever at his residence in this city on the morning of September 
27, 1887. He leaves an affectionate wife and many relatives and numerous 
friends to mourn his departure. 


PHOTO oF THE Doctrors.—We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of a 
photo showing the members of the Georgia Medical Association present at 
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the second day of the Association, at the meeting in Atlanta, in April, 1887. 
For this kindness we aré indebted to the excellent house of Parke, Davis & 
Co., of Detroit, and sent us by their gentlemanly agent, Dr. J. W. Stone, of 
Atlanta. We shall cherish it as a pleasing courtesy from a high-toned, liberal 
business firm, which has done and is doing much to advance the interest of 
pharmacy and the medical profession, and as a souvenir of a most delightful 
entertainment, given to the Georgia Medical Association, by E. W. Marsh & 
Co., proprietors of the celebrated Salt Springs. 


A Nove. DEPARTURE IN ADVERTISING.—Parke, Davis & Co. propose to 
inaugurate rather a novel departure in advertising. It is their intention to pub- 
lish in the advertising pages they occupy in medical journals a series of what 
they term plain talks to physicians—in each issue taking up a certain class of 
preparations and pointing out the reasons why they deserve to be prescribed, 
until all their preparations shall have thus been presented. The excellence of 
the products of this house are well known and it is to be presumed that their 
long experience in the manufacture of medicines will enable them to say in 
these informal talks something of real interest and benefit to their medical 
friends. 





‘ THE MEDICAL CONGRESS. 


Our senior editor, in the above report of his trip to the International Con- 
gress, has given his feelings, excited by the presence of medical gentlemen from 
the North and from foreign nations, and as drawn out by the interchange of 
opinions at the various places which he visited. 

The subject of the war, the relations which existed between the members of 
the profession and the subsequent dissensions as connected with the present or- 
ganization of the Medical Congress, all came up for review. A general regret 
was manifested that there should ever have been any trouble with us in the out- 
set, but much satisfaction expressed at its happy termination, as evinced by the 
great success of the Congress, 

It must be concluded that if all had been actuated with the patriotic views so 
well expressed by our senior no dissensions would ever have occurred and no 
heartburnings or scars of jealously would have ever been left to mar the hap- 
piness of any member of the profession. 

For want of space we have omitted, until next issue, the part of the report 
relating to the special work of the Congress—what others said and done. 





DR. STONE’S ADDRESS. 


We have read with interest and emotion the excellent address of Dr. J. W. 
Stone, the polite and accomplished representative of the house of Parke, Davis 
& Co., delivered at Angola, Indiana, before the G. A. R. Post, assembled re- 
cently at that city. 

The Doctor, after giving a graphic discription of a recent trip through Chat- 
tanooga, Birmingham, Atlanta, Macon, and down through the South to the 
sea, referred eloquently to the siege of Vicksburg and other war incidents. 

He alludes to the pleasantness of a home in Atlanta, which he now enjoys. 
The excellencies of the climate, both in summer and winter, the morality, the 
patriotism and friendly feeling of the Southern people, especially of the old 
Confederate soldiers. 
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One of these who had been reduced from affluence to poverty by the war, 
and who had been wounded on the same field with the Doctor, and on the op- 
posite side of the contest, is now, through the freemasonry of old soldiership, a 
warm friend. Of such he found many in the South, 

Touched by the fact, he concludes his eloquent address with these remarks: 
“With hundreds of such friendships. as this, can you wonder that I have no 
patience with bloody-shirt stories or the politicians who manufacture them? 
We have a new soldier’s society, just organizing, “The War Survivors’ Union.” 
God bless the man who started it! I am addressing a Grand Army Post. I 
hope I may live to see it merged some day into a War Survivors’ Union, 
where the old private soldier in gray may sit bv the old soldier in blue, and 
when that day shall come and the rancor of the great conflict is forgotten, and 
when our America stands at the head of all nations, a common pride to all her 
sons. If this magnanimous and paternal Government in the exercise of its 
paternal function of caring for its unfortunate citizens should extend its kindly 
hand to my crippled old friend in Middle Georgia, and noting his blighted life 
his manly effort in his unaccustomed poverty and toil, furnish him the means 
to educate and fit his son to be an American citizen, and keep his daughter so 
that in her true womanhood, she may be the wife of an American citizen, I 
will say God speed the day, and God speed the help—although the bank presi- 
dent and his army substitute, the politician and the office-hunter may with one 
accord howl “rebel pensions.” 





OUR TRIP TO THE MEDICAL CONGRESS. 


I am glad to know that on this beautiful earth of ours there is always an 
abundance of room for every good and noble work that the heart of man can 
conceive or his brain execute. We talk sometimes of crowded cities, crowded 
professions, and a surplus of workmen in many fields of labor, but thank God 
no one can say there is too much good work done in the world, or too many 
cheering, sympathetic words uttered to inspire and invigorate the hearts and 
the action of our fellow men. 

Feeling thus, we propose to give our readers our first impressions of the 
great International Medical Congress, lately convened at Washington, as we 
sat in the aisle of the large Opera House of that city, as well as many of our 
thoughts, feelings and conversations during the session of that grand occasion, 
And first, ae I looked over the vast array of medical talent thus assembled, I 
inwardly exclaimed that in all the history of the medical fraternity, this is to 
me the biggest of ‘red letter days.” All around me I saw a large number of 
professional brethren assembled here from all parts of Christendom. They 
were men who nobly represented the God-like profession of medicine; whose 
names are illustrious upon two continents, and upon whose heads benedictions, 
warm from the throbbing heart of suftering humanity, have been often pro- 
nounced. 

AsI sat there in that august assembly, my heart grew big within me, and 
swelled with joy and pride tu feel that I, however unworthy, am honored by 
being one of the links in the golden bond of fraternal will and good fellowship, 
and that I am an humble exponent of that noblest of all arts—the healing of 
the sick, and restorer of joy to anxious loving hearts. 

It is a truth to be noted and emphasized, that men of any reputable profes- 
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sion, who exalt that profession, never fail to receive due honor from their 
friends and the public. Sometimes it is slow in coming, and a man witha 
noble, aspiring spirit, treads a long and dreary way before the flowers begin to 
spring up at his feet; sometimes death comes to him before he has received 
his earthly reward, but the laurels are eventually wreathed about his rame, and 
his life, though crownless here, has made the world better for having been 
lived out among his fellow men, 

I was never s0 much impressed with the cosmopolitan nature of medicine as 
I was on this great occasion. I never had my heart to so throb and thrill with 
the magnetic force of the world-wide brotherhood of humanity. How true it 
is—and the truth is most welcome to me—that whether from over the seas, 
from the east, west, north or southern points of the compass, we are brethren 
in that great fraternal family, with one noble purpose in humanity, with one 
sky above us, and one God over all. 

Here was represented England, a land ablaze with illusirious names in sience 
art, religion, literature, medicine, statesmanship and military glory—she will 
ever be to us as a revered and honored parent; may it continue to be said, that 
upon her vast boundaries the sun never sets, and her morning drum-beat circles 
the globe. And here, too, was France, the home of the patriot LaFayette, she 
also is peculiarly dear to the people of these United States. Her generous 
sympathies and aid, as from one friendly nation to another, are not only matters 
of history, but are cherished memories transmitted to our children through 
successive generations. Her investigations and triumphs in medical science 
have laid, not only the Profession, but the people of all nations under obliga- 
tions to the land ‘of Devaux, Velpeau, and Lavoesier. Great in na- 
tional prestige, brave, buoyant, enthused with hope and energy under all 
disasters, may the star of its young republic grow brighter and brighter as the 
cycles wane, and Bartholdi’s magnificent Statue of Liberty, planted on Amer- 
ican shores, gives light to the nations of the earth. To the brethren of Teu- 
tonic blood, I could only repeat heart-felt words of fraternity and proud recog- 
nition. The profession feels most profoundly its indebtedness to the genius of 
medicine in that land which has so often lifted its standard out of the quagmires 
of error, and has brought the light of certainty out of the darkness of experi- 
ment, thus giving the medical ranks courage and strength to meet the ap- 
proaches of insidious disease. No country of our cosmopolitan brotherhood 
has furnished names of richer lustrue, and notably among them, that of the 
lamented Von Liebig, who lately left to the profession and the scientific world 
the most valued legacy of medical chemistry with which it has ever been en- 
dowed. When Italy produced a Mondini, who rescued from obscurity 
the wonderful mysteries of anatomy, regions of incalculable value were 
opened to modern medicine and thus all lands and all nations have brought 
their contributions of medical acumen to enrich the profession. Like a reflex 
action, they have given and received until the tide has flowed back and forth to 
the uttermest parts of the earth, and the brethren who were welcomed from 
all the great powers of the continent of Europe and some of the beautiful 
islands of the Pacific, clasped hands in a fraternal union that is one and indis- 
soluble. 

More than twenty years ago, when the Southern section of the United States 
had taken up arms against the North in defence of its homes and constitutional 
liberty, and even brothers, ties of blood, were arrayed against each other on 
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the battle-field, the bond of the medical fraternity between the two sections 
remained unbroken. States may disagree and nations may war with each 
other, but the Parliament of Medicine:cannot be convened nor dissolved by 
any political mandate; but here from every land and nation they came together 
to receive the greeting and to enjoy the welcome of the American profession. 

Whenever tlie ranks of the profession are doing service upon their own pe- 
culiar field of usefulness and honor, they owe allegiance to but one Great Com- 
mander, the God of Nature and Supreme Revealer of the Universe. 

We believe that members of the medical profession, the world over, are con- 
ceded to be patriots, though their calling exempts them from any prominece in 
the political arena. Hence, if they do no special good in politics, they are on 
the safe side in doing no harm, a negative virture which is better than a posi- 
tive evil. As the doctors of the North, and we doctors of the South never 
separated, but were, and still are fraternally united, we can more readily feel 
that we are again truly citizens of one common country, and brethren of one 
family circle, unbroken by discord and dissensions, 

After the civil war was over the South accepted the situation pretty much as 
did a boy who was once nagged into a fight by a schoolmate much larger and 
and stronger than himself. The latter, though, was full of true grit and fight- 
ing fire, and so it was a close drawn battle until finally the smaller boy was 
compelled to cry “enough.” He then rose up and shook himself and said: 
“T’ll own that you licked me that time because you had the advantage all 
through, but you can’t deny that you got pretty badly hurt yourself. Now, 
if you will do the square thing by me kereafter here’s my hand and we will be 
friends as before.” 

I am glad to know that all true patriots, North and South, are ready to do 
justice to each section, and in national union interchange fraternal love and 
sympathy. Some of the stalwart partisans at the North have said that until 
the South confesses that the war against the North was wrong there can be no 
real fraternization; but the South feels that when the North pays its part for 
the -liberated slaves, the renewed bond of union between the sctions will be 
riveted no more to be broken. 

This is but simple justice, as Horace Greely and other representative men of 
the North have admitted. For some wise purpose the Supreme Ruler of all 
nations saw it was best that the United States should not be dismembered by 
the civil war. 

The South never made war upon the Union, nor the American Constitution, 
but after it failed to secure honorable terms of peace, it took up arms against 
a relentless partisanship, and in defence of its homes, property and constitu- 
tional rights. When the first blow was struck, I do not believe that there was 
a Southerner who did not regret the necessity of the action, 

The beautiful Stars and Stripes, that had led Southern men with their Northern 
brethren to many blood-bought victories in generations past, was lowered now, 
with sighs and tears to the departed peace and harmony of the Republic. 
When the first gun was fired at Sumpter, in all this broad land there were no 
mere loyal hearts to the spirit and letter of the American Constitution than the 
descendents of Washington, Randolph, Clay, Calhoun, and a host of immortal 
Southern heroes who had so largely shaped the destinies of this nation, on the 
battle field or in the national councils. 

During the civil war and its bitter aftermath, every brave, heroic, and mag- 





> 











SouTHERN MeEpicaL REcorp. 437 


nanimous word or deed that was uttered or committed by Northern men was, 
and is now, recognized by the South with national pride and treasured among 
its memoirs; and so I believe that every t:ue patriot atthe North will do justice 
to the honest convictions, the heroism and lofty bearing of tle South through 
all its long and firery ordeal of war and reconstruction of the Southern States. 
But I rejoice that all these unhappy national memories are now to be relegated 
to the past for all time, and that men of the North and men of the South can 
set here to-day and feel that in professional fraternity their hearts are one, anu 
in national bonds both sections can again say we are brothers and citizens of 
One common country, with the soul-thrilling watchword, “the union of these 
States are one and inseparable.” 

Corrupt political malcoutents may continue to stir the seething cauldron of 
hate and disunion, but the true men of both the North and the South wiil 
stand with united hearts and hands in a solid phalanx to promote the highest 
good, and the peace, happiness and prosperity of the whole country, and to 
bring to rich fruition te grand prophecies of America’s mighty Republic. If 
every American would resolve to do this, our Government would become fixed 
upon a granite basis of safety in union, and as the blazing comet illumines the 
high- arch of heaven, this great continent would be lit up with patriotic fire 
from North to South, trom East to West, and the stars and stripes of our glo- 
rious old flag would continue to float over the land of the brave until 


“ Wrapt in flames the realms of ether glow, 
And heaven’s last thunders shake the world below.” 


To establish this firm and fraternal unionism the medical profession, North 
and South, can wield a great influence. They can greatly aid in restoring har- 
mony between the sections, and the former strength and beauty of that grand 
tree of liberty our forefathers planted in this beautiful and historic Capital City 
and that was baptized by the blood of both Northern and Southern heroes. 

These professional brethren can exhort the North and the South to say to 
each other, “with all thy faults I love thee still,” and hand in hand we will 
grandly move on to accomplish the high destinies of our beloved country; 
then, when time with us shall be no more, sti!l hand in hand may we enter 
through the gates of pearl into the golden city of God, and live forever there 
in one common country as in earth, and as one family in the eternal mansions 
in the skies, 

And these brethren here from every portion of the globe, are not we all citi- 
zens of one common country—the great sublime and world-wide country that 
embraces the four quarters of the earth, and is called by the grand name of 
humanity? Wherever men labor, love, hope, suffer and pray there is our 
country. Men who try to relieve the sorrows of earth and who do good and 
noble deeds, they are our brothers; and men who do homage to wise, just, 
merciful, and God-fearing rulers in any pzrt of the globe, are citizens of the 
world and united by sacred bonds of sympathy with every noble patriot upon 
the globe who loves and serves his country only for his country’s good. 

No geographical bounderies can confine the immortal names in medical 
science of Jenner, the discoverer of vaccine virus; of Linnaeus and Harvey, 
Selleman and Darlington; Crawford Long, of Georgia, who first laid the sooth- 
ing hand of anesthetics upon the body of pain. Dr. Marion Sims, of Ala- 
oe, grand oracle in surgical gynecology on two continents, and more 
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recently, Bergeon, discoverer of sulphuretted gas to banish from so many valu- 
able lives the dread spectre of consumption. 

Their respective countries justly claim with pride the nativity of Lord 
Nelson, Wellington, Sir William Haverlock, Napoleon, Garabaldi, Pulaski, 
the brave DeKalb, Washington and Patrick Henry; but in every land all hearts 
that love heroism on the battle field, in national councils, or at the sick bed of 
a suffering brother, calls for a share in every heritage of value, exalted patriot- 
ism, and self-immolation upon the altar of duty that is left by a fellow man as 
a precious legacy to the world. 

It is a matter of congratulation that the United States of America is at peace 
with all nations; and it 1s the devout wish of my heart that this country will 
never again find it needful to array itself in battle against any nation on earth. 
I believe that the tenderst, noblest anthem ever sung out of paradise: ‘‘ Peace 
on earth and good will to man,” is now havirg a greater significance to nations, 
and being treasured in the hearts of more individuals than ever before. God 
speed the day when it will be the motto emblazoned upon the crest of every 
sovereign on his throne, upon every nation’s coat of arms, and engraven upon 
the hearts of every citizen and brother from the rivers to the end of the earth. 
How my heart would rejoice to see the dawn of that day of which England’s 
poet-laureate speaks, when “the war drum throbs no longer, and the battle 
flags are furled; and in the parliament of man, the grand federation of the 
world, all mankind will be of one heart and one mind, with one high and holy 
purpose in medicine, in society, in religion, in commerce and politics, and na- 
tions will embrace nation, heart to heart, soul to soul, brothers of one common 
country from the rising to the setting of the sun. Then the shekinah of uni- 
versal love and peace will burst in glorious beauty upon the world and all the 
sons of earth, with one sweet and mighty song, will send back to the bending 
blue heavens the anthem which the angelic host chanted along the plains of 
Bethlehem nearly two thousands years ago, “ Peace on earth and goodwill to 
men!” 7. 3. Ff. 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 


Elementary Microscopical Technology; A Manual for Students of Micro- 
scopy, in three parts. Part I. The Technical History of a Slide from the 
Crude Materials to the Mount, by Frank L. James, Ph D., M.D., President 
St. Louis Society of Microscopists: Member of American Scciety of Mi- 
croscopists; Editor St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journa!, St. Louis, Mo.; 
St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal Co. 1887. 

A leading and certainly a very worthy object of this work is to simplify the 
manipulations and processes demanded in the use of the microscope that the 
student may be able to understand and avail himself of the facts without a 
teacher, and without the usual long and arduous labor required in attaining the 
details of a knowledge of the use of the instrument. The present is a volume 
of 106 octavo pages and is devoted entirely to elementary technology. It con- 
tiins only Part I of a series which the author proposes to publish on General 
Microscopical Technology. 

Transactions of the Medical Association of the State of Missouri, at its 


Thirteenth Annual Session, held at Macon City, Missouri, May 10, 1887. 
A neat pamphlet of 159 pages, containing the usual reports and discussions. 
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The following are the officers elect for the ensuing year: President, Frank J. 
Lutz, St. Louis; Vice-Presidents, ‘I. C. Boulware, Butler; T. B. Jackson, 
Macon; J. R. Hall, Marshall; W. B. Adams, Montgomery City; J. W. Hed- 
dens, St. Joseph; Recording Secretaries, J. C. Mulhall, St. Louis; J. H. Dun- 
can, Kansas City; Corresponding Secretary, W. E. Evans, Boonville; Treas- 
urer, C. A. Thompson, Jefferson City. The time and place of the next meet- 
ing is not stated in the book, at least in any place it could be found, It ought 
always to be put as the last item at the close of the minutes. In most cases it 
can only be found by rerding the entire proceedings, or as in this case cannot 
be found at all. 















The Students’ Guide to Diseases of the Eye By Edward Nettleship, F. 
R.C.S., Ophthalmic Surgeon to St. Thomas’ Hospital; Assistant Surgeon 
to the Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital; Ophthalmic Surgeon to the 
Hospital for Sick Chi'dren, Great Ormond street. Third American from 
the fourth English edition, with a chapter on examination for color percep- 
tion, by Wm. Thompson, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology in the Jeffer- 
son Medical College of Philadelphia. Lea Brothers & Co., Philadelphia. 
1887. 

We have here a work of 475 pages neatly and ably gotten up, in which the 
author has evidently sought to give us the best and latest upon the department 
of which he treats. Much new matter has been added from the previous edi- 
tions of the book. The illustrations are good and a number of new ones have 
been added. The work will prove useful to the practitioner and is well adapted 
to students. : 

Sanvers & Sons’ Evcatypri Extract (Hucalyptol).—Apply to Dr, 

Sarder, Dillon, Iowa, for gratis supplied reports on cures effected at the clinics 

“of the Universities of Bonn and Griefswald. 





. 





SPECIAL NOTES. 


Scholarship for Sale.—A scholarshir worth $35 to a first class commercial 
college is offered for sale at only $20. Enquire of the managing editor of this 
journal, 




















Cerebral Sedative Compound is a valuable hypnotic prepared by Parke, Davis 
& Co. It contains potassium bromide, chloral hydrate, gelsemium and opium. 
_There is another preparation in which henbane is substituted for the opium. 
Descriptive circulars giving formule may be had by addressing Parke, Davis 
& Co , Detroit, Michigan. 


Physicians’ Saddle Bags.—The Elliott patent bags, sold by the Mellier Drug 
Company, of St. Louis, is very popular with the doctors, See the advertise- 
ment of this excellent house next to first page reading matter front. Their 
preparation known as Zongaline has a deserved high reputation; also their 
Improved Uterine Supporters, etc. - 


Lactopeptine.—Of all agents employed to aid digestion Lactopeptine has 
the reputation of being the most reliable and active. In Cholera Infantum it 
is considered a specific by the most eminent and successful practitioners, anc 
they freely express to.us their opinion, that they rely upon it altogether in this 
fatal form of Summer Diarrhea of children. 
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Sander & Sons’ Eucalypti Extract (Eucalyptol.)—Apply to Dr. Sander, Dil- 
lon, Iowa, for gratis supplied reports on cures effected at the clinics of the , 


Universities of Bonn and Greifswald. $ 


Cholera Infantum.—For an excellent blood preparation recommended for 
teething children, and other disorders resulting from indigestion consequent 
upon failure of mothers’ milk or other cause. See the advertisement of Carn- 
rick’s Soluble Food on page 24 of advertising department. There is reason to- 
believe that we have in this preparation something long needed. Let the pro- 
fession try it and report results. 


Rio Chemical Co,—The following preparations are highly spoken of by many 
practitioners: Celerina—stimulant and antispasmodic. Aletris Cordial—uter- 
ine tonic and restorative. Acid Manate—a pleasant apperient. Pinus Cana- 
densis—non-irritating mucous astringent. See advertisement of their excellent [| 
preparations in this journal. 


Colden’s Liquid Beef Tonic is undoubtedly a superior preparation. It is highly 
nutrient, and is a tonic of superior merit. It is excellent as a substitute for beef 
tea and may be used with good effect in low states of the system where ordinary 
foods are distasteful and where the digestive powers are weak. An advertise- 
ment of this excellent preparation may be seen in another part of this journal. 
Be sure and examine it.—Ep. 


The Viburnum Compound of Dr. Haydin is regarded by the profession an ex- 
cellent-preparation, especially recommended in dysmenorrhcea and like nerv- 
ous, painful conditions. See advertisement on page 25 of the advertising de< 
partment of this journal, 


Sharp & Dohme, of Baltimore, prepare most beautiful and reliable prepara- 
tions. Their hypodermic tablets, their gelatine and sugar-coated pills and 
granules, their solid and fluid extracts, syrups, lozenges, trituates, and indeed 
all their numerous preparations, are excellent and reliable. See their adver 
tisement on second cover page. 


Bromidia,—It appears that the very popular preparation known as BRomIp1A’ 

advertised in our journal by Battle & Cu., chemists, of St. Louis, Mo., has 

- been counterfeited by D, W. Gross & Son, and a preparation sold under the 

same name has been put upon the market in violation of the rights of the origi- re 

nal proprietors. The parties have been enjoined by the court. This appears 

to be a second decree obtained by Battle & Co. in respect to this valuable med- 
icine. 





Excellency of Warner's Quinine Pills.—Prof. Hazzard, of St. Louis, writes: 
A few cases from actual observation and experience will illustrate this better 
than a volume of argument. 

1. Thirty grains of quinine, in three doses, to be taken at hourly intervals, 
were prescribed for a young man suffering from ordinary intermittent fever. : 
The doses were taken as directed, but no signs of cinchonism were induced, 
and the disease progressed without change. The same doses, in “Warner’s 
Sugar-Coated Pills” were ordered, with the effect of inducing well-marked ; 
cinchonism with cure of the disease. 





